
1 
DOG WATCH CAFÉ

194 Water St. (860) 415-4510 
www.dogwatchcafe.com 
Casual American cuisine 
 indoor/outdoor seating. 
Stunning harbor views.

2 
STONINGTON FREE 

LIBRARY

20 High St. (860) 535-0658 
www.stoningtonfreelibrary.org 

Programs, computers, WIFI, 
printing, copying and scanning.

3 
INDULGE COFFEE & 

SANDWICH CO

17 High St. (860) 415-8575 
www.indulgecoffeeco.com 

Breakfast and lunch sandwiches. 
Coffee, tea, smoothies and ice cream.

4 
DRISCOLL DESIGN 

SHOP + STUDIO

158 Water St. (860) 222-4113 
www.LeslieDriscollDesign.com 

Interior design and curated home 
furnishings, regional artisans, 

vintage and modern.
5 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY, 
HOMESERVICES NEW 

ENGLAND PROPERTIES

156 Water St. (860) 535-2490 
www.bhhsneproperties.com

6 
CAROLYN YOST ESTATE 

JEWELRY & 
STONINGTON ANTIQUES

148 Water St. (860) 535-8422 
19th century to contemporary jewelry. 

Avon products in stock.
7 

MICHAEL McKINLEY & 
ASSOCIATES

146 Water St. (860) 535-4532 
www.mckinleyarchitects.com 
Architecture and interiors for 

the coastline and historic villages.
8 

MILAGRO CAFÉ

142 Water St. (860) 535-8178 
www.Milagrocafe142.com 

Fresh Mexican cuisine. Tequilas 
galore. Eat in or take out.

9 
INDIGO BLEU

134 Water St. (860) 535-8256 
www.indigobleustonington.com 
Classic to cutting-edge fashion 

in a full range of sizes.

10 
STONINGTON CONSIGN 

TO DESIGN

132 Water St. (203) 921-6377 
Facebook @stoningtonconsigntodesign 

Upscale home furnishings and 
accessories on consignment.

11 
TUCCI DESIGN

120 Water St. (203) 858-3701 
Instagram @tucci_design 

Extensive selection of costume 
jewelry, clothing and vintage 

home decor.
12 

NEW ENGLAND SCIENCE & 
SAILING FOUNDATION (NESS)

72 Water St. (860) 535-9362 
www.nessf.org 

Accredited ocean-based experiential 
learning programs for students 

of all ages.
13 

INN AT STONINGTON

60 Water St. (860) 535-2000 
www.innatstonington.com 

Superbly-appointed 18 room 
boutique waterfront inn.

14 
BREAKWATER AT 

STONINGTON HARBOR

66 Water St. (860) 415-8123 
www.breakwaterstonington.com 

Savory fresh seafood, stunning sunsets 
and views of Stonington Harbor.

15 
LA GRUA CENTER

32 Water St. (860) 535-2300 
www.LaGruaCenter.org 

Nonprofit cultural center offering 
concerts, art exhibitions and speakers.

16 
DIME BANK

4 Cannon Square (860) 535-0034 
www.dime-bank.com 

Full-service friendly banking and ATM.
17 

JULIA M. LEEMING 
ARCHITECT

61 Water St. (917) 400-4272 
www.juliamleemingarchitect.com 

Residential and commercial renovations 
and new construction.

18 
STONINGTON JEWELRY 

AT CANNON SQUARE

67 Water St. (860) 535-9898 
Instagram @stoningtonjewelry 
Full-service jeweler specializing 

in pearls, opals, crystals, minerals 
and unusual colored gemstones.

19 
JAMES MERRILL HOUSE

107 Water St. 
www.jamesmerrillhouse.org 
National Historic Landmark, 

home of the Great American poet, 
now a writer-in-residence program.

20 
BORO BODEGA 

& SCOOPERY

109 Water St. (860) 980-8206 
www.borobodega.com 

Market offering fresh produce, meats, 
prepared meals and ice cream.

21 
NOAH’S RESTAURANT

113 Water St. (860) 535-3925 
www.noahsfinefood.com 

Scratch cooking since 1979. 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner.

22 
BARE BONES AESTHETICS

14 Church St. (323) 449-1621 
www.barebonesct.com 
Expert beauty services, 

licensed esthetician.
23 

SWITZ REAL ESTATE
117 Water St. (860) 572-9501 

www.switzre.com
24 

SHIP SHAPE SHOP
119 Water St. (860) 861-1153 

www.shipshapeshop.shop 
Brick and mortar home of 

Porkchopstick Studios, retail shop 
and Pratt Fine Art Appraisals.

25 
STONINGTON SEA GLASS

121 Water St. (860) 535-9170 
Facebook: Stonington Sea Glass 

Art made with sea glass and mixed 
media by Lynn Kimmerle.

26 
MAGGIE LEE DESIGNS

135 Water St. (717) 569-6500 
(Entrance on Grand St.) 

www.maggieleedesigns.com 
Heirloom-quality jewelry 

inspired by the sea. 
27 

GRAND & WATER 
ANTIQUES 

and 
GRAND & WATER 

RE-DESIGN

135 Water St. (860) 535-2624 
www.grandandwater.com 

Antiques with a modern twist. 
Staging, styling and home design 

services available.

28 
REPERTOIRE

141 Water St. (860) 400-0008 
www.repertoirestonington.com 

Furniture, certified design studio 
and gift shop featuring ORTIGIA: 

Italian soap and fragrances.
29 

WATER STREET CAFÉ

143 Water St. (860) 535-2122 
www.waterstcafe.com 

Fresh local seafood and produce 
from local and organic farmers.

30 
COVE LEDGE BEER, 
WINE AND SPIRITS

147 Water St. (860) 980-6069 
www.coveledgeliquors.com 
Top-shelf liquor, craft beer 

and world-class wine.
31 

STILLE SPACE

155 Water St. 
Instagram @stillespace 

Restful goods and clothing 
that support slow living.

32 
C. KRAMER INTERIORS

163 Water St. (860) 287-2927 
www.ckramerinteriors.com 

Full-service interior design for 
complete renovations and 

new construction.
33 

LEEWARD INN SB

39 Orchard St. (860) 450-2601 
www.leewardinnsb.com 

A charming bed and breakfast with 
private patios and lush gardens.

34 
STONINGTON COMMUNITY 
CENTER (COMO) + THRIFT

28 & 45 Cutler St. (860) 535-2476 
www.thecomo.org 

Thrift shop, paddle and tennis courts, 
pottery studio, enrichment programs.

35 
ZEST FRESH PASTRY

22 Bayview Ave. 1A  (860) 381-0771 
www.zestfreshpastry.com 

Artisan bakery offering savory pastries 
and sweet desserts.

36 
THE VELVET MILL and 

VELVET MILL GALLERY

22 Bayview Ave. 
www.thevelvetmill.com 

A thriving community of shops, service 
providers, restaurants and a diverse 

group of artists.

37 
SALTWATER FARM 

VINEYARD

349 Elm St. (860) 415-9072 
www.saltwaterfarmvineyard.com 
Award-winning winery on coastal 
farmland and a WWII-era airport.

38 
Wm. COLE

862 Stonington Rd. (860) 495-2033 
Instagram @wm_cole 

Facebook @wmcole 
Fine home décor, accessories, 

gifts and so much more.
39 

SALLY VAIL AT HOME

71 Cutler St. 
Instagram @sallyvailathome 
Facebook @sally.vail.at.home 
Upscale linens, bedding, bath 

and cooking accessories at 
discounted prices.

40 
HISTORIC STONINGTON 

and 
R.W. WOOLWORTH LIBRARY 

& RESEARCH CENTER

(860) 535-8445 
www.historicstonington.org 

Preserves historic Stonington 
sites - Capt. Palmer House and 

Lighthouse Museum.
41 

530 STONINGTON RD. (RT 1)

WATER STREET DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES

Suite 107 (860) 415-9913 
www.waterstreetdesignassociates.com 
Landscape architecture, site planning/
residential estate and garden design.

GLAZE HANDMADE

Suite 103 (860) 415-9396 
www.glazehandmade.com 

Functional hand-crafted pottery.
MACONDO

Suite 101 (860) 980-3421 
www.welcometomacondo.com 
Farm to cup Colombian coffee.

42 
STONINGTON 

FRAME SHOPPE

2 Flanders Rd. (860) 535-2147 
www.stoningtonframes.com 

Quality custom framing of all types.

WWW. STONINGTONBOROUGHCT. COM

STONINGTON BOROUGH
THE OFFICIAL WALKING MAP & SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF HISTORIC

A DESIGNATED CULTURAL DISTRICT
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We 
begin at 
the center of 
Wadawanuck 
Square, heading 
south down Water 
Street to Stonington Point, 
and returning by way of Main 
Street. A round trip of just over a mile 
will be chock full of history and opportunities 
for shopping and delicious dining. Keep an eye 
out for plaques and signage that offer historic 
details along the way. 
You are standing at the Stonington Free Library, 
which opened in 1900 and sits on the site of 
the once bustling Wadawanuck Hotel. The 
hotel was built in 1837 to accommodate 
rail passengers traveling between 
New York, Providence, and points 
north. The New York, Providence, 
and Boston Railroad began 
operations here in 1837, the 
first railroad in Connecticut. 
Steamships arrived twice  
daily from New York 
and passengers could  
travel north via train.

Throughout your stroll you’ll see ex-
amples of many styles of architecture 
that illustrate the history of this village. 
Small gambrel style homes date to the 18th 
century when farming, shipbuilding, and 
fishing defined a way of life. You’ll also see 
numerous examples of 19th century Greek 
Revival homes that were home to successful 
explorers, entrepreneurs, sea captains, and 
merchants. Sealing, whaling, and the China Trade 
brought great wealth to Stonington.
Stonington Borough was incorporated in 1801 as its 
interests as a commercial center and deep water port 
required special attention. Turn right onto High 
Street to the Town Dock, where you’ll find 
Connecticut’s last commercial fishing fleet on 
the site of the old steamship docks and railroad 
round house.
Back on Water Street, the commercial 
center of this village, you’ll encounter 
some structures that were raised to 
accommodate commercial spaces on the 
ground level. A commemorative plaque 
marks the location at 107 Water Street of the 
James Merrill House, once home of the late, renowned 
poet, James Merrill. Across the street you can walk through the 
brick arches of a former Masonic Hall to Wayland’s Wharf. Further 
down Water Street on the opposite side is the Arcade Building  
with an eight-column façade built in 1837 for retail merchants. This 
building and the adjacent Ocean Bank, built in 1852, are owned 
by Historic Stonington. The bank sits on the site of the village’s first 
house, built in 1753 by Edward Denison. Opposite the bank, sitting 
high on Cannon Square, are two eighteen pound cannons used to 
repel British troops during the Battle of Stonington in August of 1814.
Continuing down Water Street, you’ll see the large brick factory  
building, known as Stonington Commons, now a residential site.  
The original granite building on the southwest side was built in 
1851 and housed John F. Trumbull’s factory. It manufactured horse 
shoe nails until the civil war, when it was home to the Joslyn Fire 
Arms Company, best known for breech-loading carbines used by the 

Union Army. Later, the Atwood 
Machine Company produced 
silk thread machinery from 1876 to 

1945. It was last used by the Monsanto 
Company to manufacture plastic bottles. 

The factory’s foundry now houses the La 
Grua Center, a gallery and public venue for 

arts and cultural events. At the end of Water 
Street you will find duBois Beach, Stonington 
Point, and the The Lighthouse Museum. 
Open seasonally, the Lighthouse has exhibits 
dedicated to Stonington’s rich history. Climb 
the steps to the tower for an exhilarating view 

of the surrounding three states.
Retrace your steps back to Cannon Square and start up Main Street. 

Take note of the 1823 Custom House on your left that was Stonington’s 
first bank, now privately owned. Next door is the Amos Palmer House, 
once occupied by the artist James McNeill Whistler and his family, and 
the poet Stephen Vincent Benet. Next door is the Portuguese Holy 

Ghost Society that celebrates Stonington’s historic Portuguese 
population. At 35 Main Street sits one of the only brick homes in 
Stonington, built with ballast bricks that originated in England. 
You can’t miss the stately home of Charles P. Williams, Stoning-
ton’s first millionaire, which sits back from the street. Near the 
United Church is a tablet that marks the right of way used by 
the original railroad that ran from the Steamship docks.

We hope that you have enjoyed your stroll through history 
and will come back often to shop, dine, and visit our unique 
New England village.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Managed by the Stonington 
Village Improvement Association 

www.sviastonington.org
Managed by Historic Stonington  

www.historicstonington.org

D  Mathews Park
E  Stonington Farmers Market

F  East Lawn
G  duBois Beach

A  Captain Nathaniel B. 
Palmer House

B  The R.W. Woolworth 
Library & Research Center
C  The Lighthouse Museum

History Trail Signs

There are three public parking lots: 
at the Town Docks, Wayland’s Wharf, 
and Stonington Point. There is ample 

on-street parking, also used by residents. 
In the summer, on-street parking is at 

a premium and monitored, allowing for 
two free hours. Please watch for posted 
15-minute parking signs — it is strictly 

monitored on Water Street.

PPARKING INFO
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Sub-brand Logos: CTvisit Secondary

This map was partially funded with a Regional 
Marketing Partnership Matching Grant, administered 

by the Eastern Regional Tourism District.
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WELCOME
TO HISTORIC

STONINGTON
BOROUGH

A seaside stretch of shops, restaurants, classic 
New England architecture, and harbor views


