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the property was theirs for $1.8
million.

Architectural pedigree
While the house’s period charac-
ter embodies the charm of his-
toric Charleston, it was actually
built in 1995.

For the Hardees, this meant by-
passing the realities of renovating
a 200-year-old home. Instead,

ANewHomeWith an
Old Soul in Charleston
The owners spent more than $3 million renovating a fixer-upper

in the South Carolina city’s downtown area
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When Will and John
Hardee were hunt-
ing for their first
home together in

Charleston, S.C., before getting
married, the ultimate fixer-upper
was hiding in plain sight.

For years, the property across
the street from Will’s bachelor
pad sat shrouded in overgrown
flora, deferred maintenance and
an air of mystery. “It was the
‘Grey Gardens’ of the block,” says
John, 38. “You could barely see
the house from the curb.”

But the couple recognized the
potential beneath the neglect, and
were drawn to its rare double lot.
“We told our real-estate agent, ‘If
it ever goes on the market, call
us,’ ” John says.

In 2022, the property was listed
with a catch: It was already pend-

BY JESSICA FLINT

ing. The previous owner’s children
had put it under contract through
a word-of-mouth deal.

Undeterred, Will and John sub-
mitted a backup offer. They
banked on John’s credentials as
the owner of a renovation-and-de-
sign company to reassure the sell-
ers that the couple wouldn’t be
scared off by a major project.

When the initial deal collapsed,

they inherited a blank slate.
“If the home would have had

historic details, we would have
preserved them,” says Will, 37, a
management-consulting partner.
“A more recent build gave us the
opportunity to do whatever we
wanted.”

Renovation costs
In 2023, they gutted the main

house to the studs, replacing the
electrical, plumbing, insulation
and gas lines.

By 2024, they had finished a
roughly 2,000-square-foot
addition, creating an L-
shaped footprint with a
new primary suite, mud-
room and pool house.
They spent over $3 million

total on the renovation.

Can’t-miss features
Outside, the Hardees transformed
the grounds with a pool, brick
hardscaping, professional land-
scaping and four fountains. There
is also deeded parking for three
vehicles.

Reason for selling?
The couple is expecting twins.
While the home’s layout—which
sets the primary suite apart from
the main house—is ideal for two
adults with no young children, they
want a house with a more con-
nected layout for raising a family.

Market snapshot
The downtown Charleston market
is strong, in both buyer interest
and increased sales prices and val-
ues, says listing broker Leslie
Turner, founding partner of Mai-
son Real Estate. Sales from Janu-
ary to May were up 21%, and new
listings rose 18% compared with
the same period last year. High de-
mand pushed the average home
sales price up 17% to $3.1 million.
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 A new House of the Week
drops every Friday at WSJ.com/
RealEstate.

HOUSE
OF THE
WEEK

LIST PRICE
$8.995 MILLION

THE SPECS
4,583 sq. ft.,
4 bedrooms,
6 bathrooms,
.22 acre

Galbraith
Phiddy Robertson
phone: 011 44.7899.877733 email: Phiddy.robertson@galbraithgroup.com

Image indicative of the property but not an accurate representation of
the land or property and should not be considered as such. Accurate details
available post NDA. The highly confidential sale of a superb mixed amenity
Scottish Highland estate. About 420 acres with magnificent house and several
cottages, including modern staff accomm. Substantial income, expansion
potential, lapsed planning for a golf course. Close to major city and airport.
£9,000,000 ww.galbraithgroup.com

ABERDEENSHIRE, SCOTLAND

Ashley Chancellor
phone: 334.202.9017 achancellor@russelllands.com

A diamond inside and out with a spectacular view. Stunning Lake
Martin home with 6 beds, 5 full baths, 2 half baths, designer kitchen,
intricate beam work, tongue-and-groove-stained ceilings, heavy trim,
downstairs wet bar, 3-car garage, lake storage, and deep water on a point
lot. In a gated community with clubhouse, walking trails, tennis/pickleball
courts, boat ramp, nearby shopping & dining.
$5,650,000 LakeMartinRealty.com

LAKE MARTIN, ALABAMA
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John’s Island Real Estate Company
phone: 772.231.0900 wj@johnsislandrealestate.com

Revel in riverfront living from this stunning 5-bedroom retreat that
enjoys 7,006± GSF, gorgeous interiors, top-tier kitchen with butler’s pantry,
resort-style indoor/outdoor living with pool, spa, and dock, wine wall, gym,
bar, den, and a separate family cabana with kitchenette and bunk room.
Ranked among the Top 100 Platinum Clubs of America, John’s Island offers
elite ocean to river living in a pristine setting. Visit 105SagoPalm.com
$14,950,000 JohnsIslandRealEstate.com

JOHN’S ISLAND, FLORIDA
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