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Important Contact Information 

Ramble Community  

Ramble Association Office 

Ramble Security  

Ramble Security Email  

Ramble Association Emails 

828-277-6675

828-277-5051

Brian Kreigsman 
Brian.Kreigsman@aus.com

DeAnna Smith

Community Manager

DeAnna.Smith@fsresidential.com

Lynn Spurling

Community Assistant

Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com

Ramble Preview Center 828-274-1336

Emergency Services 

Emergency  911 

Buncombe County Non-Emergency   828-250-6670

Buncombe County Sheriff  828-250-4501

Buncombe County Animal Control  828-250-6670

Buncombe County Health & Human Services 828-250-5500

Non-Emergency Fire Department (Skyland)  828-684-6421

Emergency Fire Department (Skyland) 828-552-3530

Asheville Police Department  828-252-1110

Biltmore Forest Police Department  828-274-0822

NC Road Conditions  511

The American Association of Poison Control Centers 1-800-222-1222

Mission Hospital 828-213-1111

Sisters of Mercy Urgent Care  828-210-2121

NC Wildlife Helpline  866-318-2401

Utility Services 

AT&T (New TV Service) 844-827-7057

Charter Communications (New Service) 833-694-9256

Direct TV (New Service) 888-777-2454

Dish Network (New Service)  855-318-0572

Duke Progress Energy  800-452-2777

mailto:Brian.Kreigsman@aus.com
mailto:Brian.Kreigsman@aus.com
mailto:DeAnna.Smith@fsresidential.com
mailto:Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com
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Duke Progress Energy Outage Line   800-419-6356

City of Asheville Customer Service Line 828-251-1122

PSNC Energy  877-776-2427

USPS  800-275-8777

London Road Post Office 828-271-6449

Schools 

Buncombe County Schools  828-255-5921

Elementary: William W Estes  828-654-1795

Middle: Valley Springs 828-654-1785

High School: TC Roberson  828-654-1765

Carolina Day School  828-274-0757

Veritas Christian Academy   828-681-0546

Christ School   828-684-6232

*The Ramble Community does not allow soliciting.

* New owners should be aware that there is a wiring box that holds the wires that are

needed to connect service. 

*For New Owners on Chauncey Circle and Niagara: Please be sure to check out the Town of

Biltmore Forest webpage for town regulations, https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1.

*For homeowners on Chauncey Circle and Niagara, the Association maintains the Right of Way

area in front yard. 

*The Ramble is located within Buncombe County. County services are available. For emergency

services, the Buncombe County Police Department will respond. 

https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1
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Board of Directors 

President (Developer) – Lyle Johnson 
Secretary (Developer VP) – Jack Cecil 

Treasurer (Developer VP) –  Ben Teague 
Resident Board Member – Brian Washburn 

Resident Board Member – Tim O'Pry 

Access Control Members 
Manager - Brian Kreigsman

Scott Trantham
Dale Whitmire  
Steven Whitten  
John Hensley 
Jason King  
Doug Sims  

Don Ellsworth

Finance Committee 
Chairman - Joseph Gigliotti

Board of Directors Liason - Ben Teague
New Member - Ray Drake

Hoyt Almond
John Carter
Nancy Lily  

 

Landscape Committee 
Linda Alstrin 
Wendy Fox 

Monte Gaillard 
Margaret Sinnott 

Safety Committee 
Mark Hayes 

Megan Cartier 

Tyler Dorstch
Cynthia Earle

J. Palmer Gaillard, III
Peter Klante
Tim O'Pry

External Relations Committee
Chairman - Frank Dolbow

Renee Brooks
Paul Lerwick
John Nicolay

Tim O'Pry
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Important Association Information 

ASSOCIATION FEES  

Association fees cover expenses associated with the operating and maintaining all of the 

common areas and amenities within The Ramble Community such as the Living Well Center, 

Buck Spring Cabin, walking trails, parks, playground, access gates, community signage, 

landscaping, etc. In addition, trash removal services are provided for each home and the common 

areas. 

Association fees of $433 are due on a monthly basis.

Please make sure the check includes your address within the Ramble. Please send your 

assessment payments to: 

The Ramble Community Association
PO Box 30407
Tampa, FL  33630-3407

Payments can also be made by an automatic draft via ClickPay. This can be set-up to pay one 

time or recurring. You can go to https://therambleca.connectresident.com/ or 

www.ClickPay.com/FirstService. Please see page 18 for registering assistance.

MAILBOXES AND MAIL DELIVERY  

Mailboxes have been specially designed and manufactured for The Ramble. Please contact the 

Association office to coordinate delivery of a mailbox. Owners are responsible for the cost of 

materials and installation of the mailbox. Owners are also responsible for the maintenance and 

replacement of the box if needed. 

Mail is delivered via the Biltmore post office on London Road. All homes may use Asheville, 

NC 28803 as their mailing address. Those homes in Biltmore Forest may use either Biltmore 

Forest or Asheville as their mailing address. 

https://therambleca.connectresident.com/
http://www.ClickPay.com/FirstService
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TRASH REMOVAL AND RECYCLING  

The cost of weekly trash removal and recycling service is paid for through your association fees. 

The Association will provide each home with a 96-gallon trash container along with a 96-gallon 

recycling container. The trash company will not pick up wood, yard waste or construction debris. 

The trash company will take large bulky items such as a couch, table and chair for a $25.00 fee 

that will be the owner’s responsibility to call and set up. Appliances are a $35.00 pickup fee. 

Containers are to be placed at the curb on Monday morning by 10:00 am and should be removed 

from the curb the same day after service has occurred. Recycling is picked up every other 

Monday. Please see page for the recycling schedule. For homes that are located in the Biltmore 

Forest area, The Town of Biltmore Forest trash days are on Wednesday’s and recycling is picked 

up every other Wednesday. Your route is “Route A.”( https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1) 

Waste Pro will not pick up recyclables that are placed on the curb in a blue recycling bag. 

Recyclables must be placed in recycling container. Please see the document on page 17 for a list 

of items that are recyclable and for instructions on cardboard disposal. 

In the event your trash and recycling are skipped on a pick-up day please contact, The Ramble 

Association office at 828-277-6675. Waste Pro contact number is 828-684-7790. 

YARD WASTE 

The Association will arrange for yard waste removal twice during the year - once in spring 

(brush) and once in fall (leaves). The trash company will not pick up yard waste at any time 

bagged or un-bagged; therefore, you will need to make other arrangements for its removal 

anytime other than the two (2) scheduled pickups. Most landscape contractors can provide this 

service for you. 

YOU MAY NOT PUT LEAVES OR ANY TYPE OF YARD DEBRIS IN THE STORM 

DRAINS. YOU MAY NOT DUMP LEAVES, YARD WASTE, OR ANY TYPE OF DEBRIS 

ON COMMON AREAS, PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS, UNDEVELOPED LAND OR VACANT 

LOTS. In accordance with the community charter, fines can and will be imposed for violations. 

The Association will arrange for a Holiday tree pickup. A schedule will be posted on the 

community calendar. 

CHAUNCEY CIRCLE RIGHT OF WAY LAWN MAINTENANCE 

The Association maintained strip of lawn is mowed on Mondays. 

https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1


7 | P a g e

GATES  

There are three (3) vehicle entry gates in the community located on 139 Valley Springs Road 

(Main Gate), Racquet Club Road (East Gate) and Ramble Way (South Gate).  

CAR TRANSPONDERS & PROXY CARDS 

A Car Transponder can be obtained at the Main Gate. Two car transponders are allotted to each 

lot. Additional or replacement car transponders are available for a small fee.  

The Access Control Team will apply the car transponder to your vehicle. The vehicle must be 

present. 

**Car transponders should not be provided to non-residents, such as friends, vendors, etc. It is 

the homeowners responsibility if damage is caused by a non-resident. 

There are also several pedestrian gates in the community. These are opened by a proxy card 

which will also open the doors at the Living Well Center and Buck Spring Cabin. The pedestrian 

gate on Niagara Drive does require a code. Feel free to contact the Association Office for the 

code. Cards can be obtained from the Access Control Team. Two passes are allocated to each lot. 

Additional or replacement proxy cards are available for a small fee. 

GUEST ACCESS AND PROTOCOL
There are several access methods below for your guest to use. If a guest comes to a resident's 
home they should be listed in the residents on-line profile on the community website (https://
therambleca.connectresident.com/), or the resident should contact Access Control 
(828-277-5051) to advise a guest is expected. 

If the guest isn't listed in the residents on-line profile, the resident will be contacted to give 
approval for the guest to proceed to their home. It is very important that we have current 
telephone numbers to ensure our ability to contact you. Please contact the Association Office at 
(828) 277-6675 or visit the resident portal to make changes. If contact with the resident can't be 
made, the guest will be turned away. We will NOT contact residents after 10pm at night, the 
guest will need to contact them for approval to come to their home.

“Construction” - vendors that are involved in the construction of a new home or 

renovation/addition to an existing home should be instructed to enter through the South Gate. 

“Service Provider” - any vendor performing regular service/maintenance (ie: landscape 

maintenance, pest control, interior services, interior electrical/mechanical service, etc…) to an

existing home may enter through any gate. If your vendor is a frequent visitor to The Ramble for 

multiple families (ie: landscapers, pest control), Access Control will have their contact 

https://therambleca.connectresident.com/
https://therambleca.connectresident.com/
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“Construction” - vendors that are involved in the construction of a new home or renovation/
addition to an existing home should be instructed to enter through the South Gate.

“Service Provider” - any vendor performing regular service/maintenance (ie: landscape 
maintenance, pest control, interior services, interior electrical/mechanical service, etc…) to an 
existing home may enter through any gate. If your vendor is a frequent visitor to The Ramble for 
multiple families (ie: landscapers, pest control), Access Control will have their contact information

on file and the vendor will be provided with a Visitor Access Pass to display on the dashboard of 

their vehicle while visiting in The Ramble, similar to how the building contractors are processed at 

the South Gate. You should contact Access Control to confirm the vendor you are expecting is on 

the "frequent vendor list". 

If you are planning a party, provide a guest list to the Gatehouse staff one (1) week before your 

event. You may also request a 'Party Code' to distribute to your guests that will be active for the 

date of your event. Please allow three (3) days to process your request to activate the code. 

You are also invited to use the gate callbox system. A callbox is installed at each gate that any 

guest can use to contact you by following the directions on the screen. 

Press '#' to view directory. 

Press '#' or to scroll directory. 

Locate name in the directory. 

Enter the directory code to call resident. 

When the call is answered at your home, the guest can announce themselves and you will press 

and hold '9' to remotely activate the gate. The call will disconnect automatically. If you are not 

certain if you are included in the Callbox Directory, please contact the Access Control (828) 

277-5051.

Please be advised: if the Access Control Team is unable to verify your vendor or guest using one 

of the measures outlined above they will NOT be granted entry into The Ramble. We never want 

to deny access to any guest or vendor, or cause additional fees to you for vendor return visits, so 

please be sure you communicate when your guests or vendors are arriving. That said, our 

PRIORITY is the safety and wellbeing of our Owners and their guests. If we cannot confirm a 

vendor’s/guest’s approved access into The Ramble, they will not be allowed entry. 

The resident gate code is updated quarterly for the exclusive use by Ramble residents. Please do 

not distribute this code to non-residents. 
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AMENITY RESERVATION 

Living Well Center, Buck Spring Cabin & Longmeadow Park 

All of these amenities are also available to Ramble Community Association owners for private 

use. If you would like to reserve one of these venues please contact the Association office at 828-

277-6675 or Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com.

Pets are not allowed in the Buck Spring Cabin or the Living Well Center.  

No smoking and/or vaping allowed. Shoes must be worn in the Living Well Center. 

Living Well Center Hours of Operation: Open 4am & Close 11pm 

MOTORIZED VEHICLES 

The Ramble Community Association Covenants require motorized vehicles such as golf carts, 

ATVs and motorized scooters to have a North Carolina DMV issued tag to be permitted to 

operate on Ramble roads. In addition, no person less than 16 years of age should be operating a 

golf cart/ATV on Ramble roads. Also, per the Community Charter, golf carts do need to be 

stored in the garage. 

Our trail system is open to pedestrian and bicycle (non-electric) traffic only. No horses or 

motorized vehicles are permitted on the trail system, including golf carts, ATVs, motorized 

scooters, motorized skateboards and e-bikes. From time to time Association Management will 

approve maintenance vehicles to travel on Ramble trailways for maintenance access purposes. 

mailto:Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com
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The Ramble Fitness Center 

Please take a moment to review the following gym rules: 

The fitness area is maintained by The Ramble Community Association (“Association”). The 

fitness area is for Owners and their accompanied guests. This facility is not supervised. 

1.) Use equipment at your own risk. 

2.) The Association is not responsible for any injuries or accidents. 

3.) Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

4.) Please wipe off equipment after use. Wipes are provided for your convenience. 

5.) Appropriate gym dress – includes clean clothing (top & bottom) and athletic shoes (no 

dress shoes, boots or sandals). 

6.) Pets are not allowed in the Fitness Center. 

7.) No loud music in gym. Please use headphones. 

8.) No smoking, vaping, or any use of tobacco allowed. 

9.) No horseplay, alcoholic beverages, food or breakable objects allowed in the Fitness 

Center. 

Please report faulty or damaged equipment to a staff member. 

In case of an emergency, please call 911 then call the Main Gate, 277-5051. 

A First Aid kit and defibrillator are available in the fitness center. 

If the above rules are disregarded, owners risk fines or suspension of use of the amenities by the 

Board of Directors of the Ramble Community Association. 

Approved 8.28.18 

Revised 9.25.19 
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The Ramble Tennis & Pickleball Court Rules 

Please take a moment to review the following tennis & pickleball court  rules: 

The tennis and pickleball courts are maintained by The Ramble Community Association 

(“Association”). The courts are for Owners and their accompanied guests. 

1) The courts are for private use only.

2) All persons using the tennis or pickleball courts do so at their own risk. Owners and

management are not responsible for accidents and injuries.

3) Management reserves the right to deny use of the courts at any time.

4) Proper footwear is required.

5) Do not abuse net or other equipment.

6) Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

7) Court hours are from daylight to 10pm.

8) Courts can be reserved for private use via the community website.

9) Emergency telephone is located adjacent to the set of doors closest to the outside

stairs.

The following prohibitions must be observed: 

NO Boisterous or rough play 

Wheeled toy vehicles including skateboards, bicycles, rollerblades, etc. 

Glassware or breakable items 

Loud Music 

Animals or pets 

Profanity 

Smoking, vaping, or any use of tobacco allowed. 

If the above rules are disregarded, owners risk fines or suspension of use of the amenities by the 

Board of Directors of the Ramble Community Association. 
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The Ramble Pool Rules 

Please take a moment to review the following pool rules: 

The swimming pool area is maintained by The Ramble Community Association (“Association”). 

The pool is for Owners and their accompanied guests. The pool is a heated saline pool. 

1) Guests may use the pool, but they must be accompanied by their member host.

2) The gate to the pool area must be kept closed except to pass through.

3) Any owners/residents using the pool are responsible for securing the gate, lowering of

umbrellas, removal of personal items and trash when leaving the pool.

4) POOL HOURS are from Dawn to Dusk. The pool may he closed for swimming at

times due to special events.

5) Please shower before entering pool.

6) All persons using pool do so at their own risk. Owners and management are not

responsible for accidents and injuries.

7) Maximum number of swimmers allowed in pool is 85 persons.

8) Emergency 911 phone is located outside lower level of the Living Well Center.

9) Defibrillator & First Aid Kit is located on wall next to middle exit doors.

10) The pool is open to all residents and cannot be reserved for private use.

11) Management reserves the right to deny use of the pool at any time.

SAFETY 

a) No lifeguard or attendant is on duty. Therefore, users swim at their own risk.

b) Swimming alone is unwise and strongly discouraged.

c) Since water is a ready conductor of electricity, to avoid risk of death or injury, the

pool should not be used during an electrical storm. Wait 30 minutes after thunder is

heard before entering the pool.

e) Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult at all times.
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The following prohibitions must be observed: 

NO Diving 

Running, boisterous or rough play 

Wheeled toy vehicles including skateboards 

Glassware or breakable items 

Loud Music 

Animals in the pool or on pool deck 

Profanity 

Smoking, vaping, or any use of tobacco allowed. 

If the above rules are disregarded, owners risk fines or suspension of use of the amenities by the 

Board of Directors of the Ramble Community Association. 
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The Ramble Trail Rules and Regulations 

Please take a moment to review the following trail regulations: 

The trail system is open for use 30 minutes before dawn until 30 minutes after dusk each day. 

• The trail system is open to pedestrian and bicycle traffic. No horses or motorized vehicles

are permitted.

• Wildlife and plants in parks and along the trails should not be disturbed. Please leave

flowers and plants for others to enjoy.

• Please travel on the right side of the trail and pass on the left.

• Bicyclists should travel slowly and yield to pedestrians using an auditory signal before

passing.

• Protective head gear is required for bicyclists 16 years of age and younger.

• Bicyclists traveling after dark should have proper illumination and reflectors.

• All pets are welcome but must be kept in control on a maximum 6-foot leash.

• Pet owners are required to clean up after their pets. Waste removal bags are conveniently

located throughout the trail system.

• Please use trash receptacles for litter.

• The use of alcohol or illegal drugs is prohibited in common areas and trails. Alcohol is

permitted for events with approval from management team and an insurance policy must

be purchased prior to events.

• Please be respectful of a private property in a common area by remaining on the trail.

• Pedestrian gates are located at all vehicle gates (3). There is also pedestrian gate located

on Chauncey Circle and Niagara. All pedestrian gates are accessible with your swipe

card.
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Holiday Decorations Policy 

Please take a moment to review the following policy: 

Decorations may be displayed up to 30 days in advance of the seasonal Holiday. 

Exterior Holiday decorations shall be removed within a (7) day period after the completion of the 

seasonal Holiday. All decorations should be installed in a tasteful manner and properly 

maintained at all times. 

At no time will the seasonal Holiday decorations be installed on Ramble common property, 

without prior permission from the DRC, which will be provided, subject to the appropriateness 

of the decorations, only for a private party held on Ramble common property in compliance with 

the community procedures. 

Special Occasions Observance: 

• Birth Announcement may be displayed for 1 week.

• Graduation announcements may be displayed for 1 week.

• Birthday decorations may be displayed for I day.

**Resolution dated 11.24.2010** 
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Living Well Center Holiday Blackout Dates 

Listed below are dates that the Living Well Center can’t be reserved for private resident events. 

• New Year’s Eve & Day

• Easter & Passover

• Memorial Day & weekend

• Fourth of July & Saturday (pre/post)

• Labor Day & weekend

• Thanksgiving Day

• First & Last Day of Hanukkah

• Christmas Eve & Day

*Management may block other dates during the year for Community events*

Approved 6.26.2018 
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Lease Term Policy 

The minimum term of any lease for any Unit in the Ramble by an Owner thereof shall be for a 

minimum term of 12 months.  

**Resolution dated 04.24.2018** 
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Design Review Committee 

The Design Review Committee (DRC) is prepared to assist owners and builders in achieving the 

appropriate architectural vocabulary for their homes to ensure that the entire built community is 

recognized not only for its natural beauty but, for its significant architectural contribution to the 

built environment. 

To make improvements to your home or lot post construction you must fill out the Architectural 

Improvement form.* Architectural improvements must be APPROVED by the DRC prior to 

scheduling work to begin. 

The DRC meets the 4th
  Thursday of each month. In order for you to be added to the agenda, the 

appropriate documents need to be submitted to the Management office, Attn: Lynn Spurling, 

Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com, by noon on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Meeting dates 
are subject to change.

*If you are an owner on Chauncey and Niagara, please be sure to also check the Town Of

Biltmore Forest website for further regulations, https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1.

*The Architectural Improvement form can be found on the community website,

https://therambleca.connectresident.com/, or contact the Association Office, 828-277-6675, for 

a copy of the form. 

mailto:Lynn.Spurling@fsresidential.com
https://www.biltmoreforest.org/home-1
https://therambleca.connectresident.com/
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IMPROVEMENT APPLICATION FEES 
This Classification of Improvements / Fees Schedule defines the Three Levels of review required by the 

DRC and retained consultants and the Application Fees associated for each Level.  The complexity of the 

Improvements noted on your Application will dictate which Level of review is required.* 

*If a permit is issued, a time limit of 6 months with a $5,000 Construction/Environmental Damage deposit is

required. If there is any deviation from the time line, an extension request should be submitted to the Design Review

Committee 30 days prior to the expiration date. It is the responsibility of the homeowner and contractor to ensure the

time limit requirements is monitored.

*Tree removals require a review to ensure a replacement is not needed. Please review the application form for the

review requirements.

*Checks made payable to The Ramble CA.

NOTE:  This listing for class of Improvements is not all-inclusive; however, it serves as a guideline for the Board of Directors,

the DRC, retained consultants and the Owner for the Application process. *Refer to DRC Guidelines (Section E: Landscape &

Section F)

LEVEL I LEVEL II LEVEL III 

$100.00 Application Fee includes DRC 

review of (unless otherwise specified): 

• Exterior Lighting

• Flag Poles

• Garage doors, if altered from

original design

• Garden art if visible from the street

or The Ramble Property and

exceeds 2' in height

• Garden window if visible from the

street or The Ramble Property

• Ground level deck if visible from

the street or The Ramble Property

• Lamp Posts

• Landscaping (plant material,

irrigation) the yard of a residence

while maintaining installed

driveway, walks, and walls

• Screen doors

• Sheds visible above fence line

• Shutters, if altered from original

design

• Window awnings

• Any change that deviates from the

approved color palette and exterior

style of a home or fence

• Diverters/ Gutters/ Down Spouts

other than pre-approved

$250.00 Application Fee includes DRC 

review of: 

• Any hardscape modifications

• Diverters/ Gutters/ Down Spouts

other than pre-approved

• Open patio covers.

• Original landscape installations and

modifications

• Original fence/wall modifications

• Spas, fountains, water elements,

pumps, motors, any noise

producing Improvements, pet

enclosures

• Solar energy systems

• Free standing structures, i.e.

gazebo, playhouse, play structure

• Roofed patio covers

• Roofs

$500.00 Application Fee includes DRC 

review of: 

• Room additions

• Enclosed patios

• Exterior stairs

• Second floor decks

• Detached or attached living areas

(i.e., outdoor kitchens, bathrooms,

loggias)

• Major architectural changes or

additions to the Residence that

impact the Residence building mass

• Pools,
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Community Website 

Welcome to your Community Website, https://therambleca.connectresident.com/. If you have 

not logged into the new website, you must register before logging in. 

Dashboard 
From your dashboard, you can find forms and documents, check the community calendar, view 

community details, contact the manager, and manage your association fees.  

Resident Directory 

https://therambleca.connectresident.com/
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Landscapers 

Snow Creek Landscapes 

828-687-1677

Homestead Lawn & Landscape 

828-681-0400

Outdoor Impressions 

828-216-2380

Pinnacle Landscapes 

828-779-4128

BB Barnes 

828-684-9190

Wild Acres Landscape 

828-230-8844

High Country Landscape 

828-216-2812

TPS Landscaping 

828-684-8050

Appalachian Creek 

828-296-7396

Mountain Green Landscaping  

'Sotero H. Estrada' <se.mountaingreen@att.net> 

Lastly, the Association uses Landmark Landscapes. They also service some of the owners here. 

Cristine Dzielak 

Director of Business Development 

Mobile (828)333-3147 

crissy@landmarkcarolinas.com 

mailto:se.mountaingreen@att.net
mailto:crissy@landmarkcarolinas.com
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PERENNIALS FOR WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 
**Provided by CRISSY DZIELAK LANDMARK WNC** 

www.landmarkcarolinas.com 

**ALL STAR TOP 10** In order of approximate Bloom time 
Phlox subulata – Moss Phlox March‐April Blue, Pink & White‐Dry Slopes, first spring color, disappears 
later in season. 
Peony –April‐ May ‘Sarah Bernhardt’ ‘Festiva maxima’ White ‘Shirley Temple’‐ Pale almost white 
‘Alexander Fleming’ Early foliage reddish. Sun part Shade 
Nepeta – Catmint April‐July ‘Junior Walker’ ‘Walkers Low’ Part shade, long booming, deer resistant. 
Salvia May – June ’May knight’ ‘Little Knight’ ‘Sally Rose’ ‐ Tidy, compact clumps. Full Sun 
Penstemon Beardtongue May ‐ July ‘Husker Red’ – Dark foliage, Pink‐white flower, long blooming spikes 
Coreopsis – June‐July. grandiflora ‘Early sunrise’ verticillata ‘Moonbeam’ Pale yellow compact ‘Zagreb’ 
Golden 
Echinacea June‐ July purpurea 
Perovskia – Russian Sage July‐Sept’ Full Sun, Well drained Soil, Deer resistant 
Sedum Aug‐ Nov ‘Autumn Joy’ ‘Blue Spruce’ ‘Angelina’ ‘Voodoo’ Full sun well drained, succulent 
looking 
Grass Aug – Sept Little Bluestem ‘The Blues’ 

Achillea – Yarrow June‐Sept ‘Moonshine’ yellow 18‐24” ‘Paprika’ Red/orange ‘Terra Cotta’ peach 
colored Well drained 
Agastache – Licorice Mint June‐Sept. ‘Blue Fortune’ Silver foliage, pollinator attractor 
Ajuga ‘Burgundy Glow’ ’Bronze Beauty’ ‘Catlins Giant’ vigorous groundcover for tough spots full sun to 
full shade 
Alchemilla – Lady’s Mantle‐ June ‘Thriller’ compact form. Sun‐ part Shade Silvery foliage, yellow blooms, 
Deer resistant. 
Amsonia ‘hubrichtii’ Blue Star March‐May 3’ Full Sun – part Shade feathery foliage, Fall color 
outstanding 
Anemone Wind Flower. Aug‐Sept ‘Cinderella’ ‘Honorine Jobert’ ‐ Part shade, Clump base with blooms 
24‐48” tall. 
Aquilegia Columbine April ‘Origami’ ‘Clementine’ – Moist, semi shade. tough, self‐seeder. Early with 
Peonies 
Aralia ‘Sun King’ June ‐ Aug – For gold foliage interest, large tropical leaves, deer resistant, part shade. 
Armeria – Thirfit See Thrift. Full Sun Mid Spring Rock gardens well drained 
Artemesia ‘Silvermound’ Foliage interest, silver lacy looks good for a long time, deer resistant 
‘Wormwood’ 
Asclepias incarnata‐ Swamp Milkweed June – Aug. Pink. Part shade. Native 24‐48” 
Asclepias tuberosa ‐ Butterfly Milkweed. June‐Aug. Orange blooms 24‐36” Full sun. Drought tolerant, 
well drained. Monarch Host plant. Late summer early fall. 

http://www.landmarkcarolinas.com
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Aster – September ‘Woods Light Blue & Pink’ White Wood Aster and Aster laevis – Smooth Aster 2‐4’ 
part shade 
Astilbe – June‐Sept depending on early or mid ‘Fanal’ ‘Pink Sprite’ ‘Bridal Veil’ 18‐30” Moist, part shade 
to full sun. 
Baptisia australis Wild Indigo April‐June – ‘Purple Smoke’ Sun/Part shade. Well drained. Tall Clump 36‐
48” 
Begonia grandis – June‐ Frost. Perennial begonia groundcover. Spreading, long blooming. Moist Sun‐
Shade. 
Bergenia – ‘Pigsqueak’ shade, winter interest foliage color, blooms early Spring 
Brunerra – ‘Jack Frost’ ‘Alexander the Great’ – Mach‐April Deer resistant, bright foliage for shade. 
“False Forget me not” 
Chrysogonum Green and Gold March to June Groundcover part shade. 
Coreopsis – Tickseed grandiflora ‘Early Sunrise’ verticillata ‘Zagreb’ ‘Moonbeam’ ‘Route 66’ 
Crocosmia –‘Lucifer’ – Bulb or plant form Late Spring Early Summer Full Sun, great foliage interest 
Dianthus –April‐ June ‘Baths Pink’ ‘Firewitch’ ‘Fire Star’ – Fine Texture, Spring color, well drained Rock 
gardens. 
Dicentra spectabilis Bleeding Heart, Mar‐April Shade, Deer resistant 
Echinacea June‐ July Purpurea ‘Magnus’ ‘Pow Wow’ ‘Cheyenne Spirit’ Full sun Plant in Spring to 
establish 
Epimedium rubrum’ or versicolor ‘Sulphureum’‐ Barrenwort April‐May Dry shade groundcover dainty 
orchid blooms. 
Eupatorium – July‐Sept.‘Little Joe’ – Dwarf form of huge native seen along roadsides and ditches. 
‘Euphorbia’ March‐April x martinii ‘Tiny Tim’ ‘Ruby Glow’ Spurge, almost evergreen, deer resistant 
Ferns‐ ‘Painted’ ‘Christmas’ Autumn Brilliance’ – Shade – Part Sun Deer Resistant, many varieties for 
varying conditions 
Gaillardia Blanket Flower June – Sept. ‘Goblin’ ‘Arizona Sun’ –, Full sun Well drained‐sandy. Long 
bloomer. 
Gaura ‘Passionate Blush’ ‘Whirling Butterflies’, May‐August Long Blooming, drought tolerant 
Geranium – ‘Biokovo’ ‘Rozannie’ – May – July Long blooming, Part shade. Deer resistant. 
Grasses & Sedges – Low maintenance, essential for texture. Do not plant too late in Fall – do not 
respond to cold wet conditions. Cut back early in Spring just as starting to green 
Andropogon ‘Red October’ Big Bluestem 5‐7’ or Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge 2‐4’ 
Calamagrostis x ‘Karl Forerster’ Upright longlasting golden plumes 
Schizachyrium scoparium ‘Standing Ovation’ Little Bluestem. Upright gorgeous color 3’ 
Carex ‘Ice Dance’ ‘Ever Color Series’ Part shade variegated & colored forms, alternative to Liriope 
Bouteloua gracilis‐ ‘Blonde Ambition’ Blue Grama 6”‐1’ Ground cover sideways seedheads. 
Juncus Blue Arrow – 2‐3’ Tall winter interest, wet planters 
Panicum ‘Heavy Metal’, ‘Shenandoah’ ‘Red Ribbons’ 
Pennisetum ‘Hamelin’ ‘Little Bunny’ ‘Karley Rose’ – Puff blooms, long seed heads 
Muhlenbergia Pink & White – Need Full sun and excellent drainage, almost sandy soil. 
Helleborus – ‘Pink Frost’ ‘Mardi Gras’ ‘Merlin’ – Lenten Rose, Shade, Deer resistant. Use plants to 
disguise faded foliage 
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Herbs – Thyme as groundcover alternative, Lavender, Rosemary hardy if protected location, Sage 
tricolor 
Heuchera ‘Caramel’ ‘Purple Palace’ ‘Citronelle’ ‐ Part Shade, Well drained soil, containers – foliage 
interest 
Heucherella ‘Art Noveau’ Huge leaf, variegated, showy foliage, not deer resistant 
Tiarella x. Foamflower ‘Sugar & Spice’ ‘Brandywine’–. Foliage interest for shady spots Fragrant flowers, 
at home among Hosta & Huechera, Ferns. Can handle dry shade. 
Hibiscus June‐ Aug ‘Kopper King’ ‘Luna Red’‐ Huge showy tropical flowers. 

Hosta – ‘Guacamole’ Heat tolerant ‘Frances Williams’ ‘Humpback Whale’ 4’ x7’! 
Hypericum calycinum – Groundcover St John’s Wort. Cut back, re‐flush in Spring. Dense spreader. 
Iris – ‘Crested’ – native grows in rocky masses, Siberian – ‘Caesar’s Brother’ Germanica’ Autumn Circus’ 
– reblooming bearded
Leucanthemum – Shasta Daisy June ‐ Aug ‘Snow Cap’ ‘Snow Lady’ ‘Daisy Duke’– Dwarf forms of the
standby ‘Becky’
Liatris – Blazing Star Aug‐Sept ‘Kobold’ Adaptable, Full sun, spikey texture
Lobelia cardinalis –Cardinal flower July‐ Sept. Red native shady moist spots. Blue form ‘Great Lobelia’
Monarda – ‘Raspberry Wine’, ’Jacob Cline’‐Red May – Sept improved Mildew resistance. Part shade,
good air flow,
consistent moisture. Bergamot, Oswego Tea, herb family.
Penstemon – ‘Husker Red’ ‘Dark Towers’ Long blooming Deer resistant, Sun part shade
Peony – ‘Dr. Alexander Fleming’, ‘Shirley Temple’ Deer resistant, cut flower, part shade sun
Perovskia – ‘Little Spires’ Russian Sage Full Sun well drained soil do not cut all the wall back
Phlox paniculata July‐ Sept ‘David’ ‘Bright Eyes’ ‘Flame Series’ – Full sun part shade. Fragrant. Provide
air circulation.
New forms improved Powdery mildew resistant.
Phlox subulata March Early April – Creeping Phlox White, Blue & Pink Early spring color full sun slopes
Rudbeckia July‐ Oct fulgida ‘Goldsturm’ ‘Maxima’ ‐Silver foliage, Tall form, Late summer classic. Hirta
less hardy
Sedum – ‘Autumn Joy’ and Upright Forms ‘Blue spruce’ ‘Angelina’ John Creech’ Rock Gardens Full Sun
Sisyrinchium angusltifolium Blue Eyed Grass May‐ June– Actually in Iris family. Showy in masses, open
after lunchtime.
Stokesia Stokes Aster May ‐ Aug ‘Peachie’s Pick’–originates from a native, Well drained, Full Sun.
Verbena bonariensis July ‐ August Tall verbena Full sun later summer bloomer. Meadow Looking. Bees
and Butterfly attractor.
Vernonia Ironweed Aug‐Sept 4’+ – Late summer, great for Pollinators and winter interest.
Yucca filimentosa ‘Bright Edge
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DEER RESISTANT/"LESS PREFERRED" LIST 
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), 

Monkshood (Aconitum), 
Allium 

Columbine (Aquilegia), 
Artemisia, 

Asters. 
Astilbe, L 

ady’s Mantle (Alchemilla mollis), 
Wild-Blue Indigo (Baptisia australis), 

Boltonia, 
Fairy Candles (Actaea simplex & A. racemosa), 

Peony, 
Foxglove (Digitalis), 

Jacob’s Ladder (Polemonium reptans) , 
Meadow Sage (Salvia), 

Hellebore, 
Loosestrife (Lysmachia), 

Beebalm (Monarda), 
Catmint (Nepeta), 

Russian Sage (Perovskia), 
Yucca, 

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia), 
Meadow-Rue (Thalictrum), 

Foamflower (Tiarella), 
Speedwell (Veronica), 

Scabiosa, 
Ginger (Asarum), 

Bearberry (Arctostaphylos), 
Bugle Weed (Ajuga), 

Lily-of-the-Valley (Convularia majalis), 
Snow-in-Summer (Cerastium), 

Dead Nettle (Lamium), 
Creeping Juniper, 

Pachysandra, 
Lungwort (Pulmonaria), 

Squill (Scilla), 
Summer Snowflake (Leucojum), 

Winter Aconite (Eranthis), 
Snowdrops (Galanthus), 
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DEER RESISTANT/"LESS PREFERRED" LIST 

Grape Hyacinth (Muscari), 
Sedum, 

Hens-and-Chicks (Echeveria), 
Myrtle (Vinca), 

Potentilla, 
Lavender-Cotton (Santolina), 

Cotoneaster, 
Bergenia, 

Sweet Woodruff (Galium), Ferns, 
Daffodils (Narcissus), 

Barrenwort (Epimedium) 
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The Ramble Biltmore Forest is built on the legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted and his heirs, and their
unprecedented work in the design of communities, parks and public open space systems.  As the father
of Landscape Architecture, Olmsted’s vision spread across America and helped shape the movement
towards livable neighborhoods and elevated parks to a cultural level.  His works, including Central Park
and the community of Riverside are much loved and recognized for their design sensitivities and posi-
tive  impact on the citizens that visit and use them.  Locally, his collaboration with Richard Morris Hunt
on George Vanderbilt's Biltmore Estate®, was his most complete work.  This house and grounds have
become one of the most important works in American architectural history. The house marries architec-
ture and landscape with its dramatic siting at the edge of a hilltop, the sculpted approach drives, the ter-
raced formal gardens, and the celebration of the natural landscape and distant views.  Here too, was the
birthplace of the American forest, with one of the most intensive reforestation efforts ever undertaken.  

Following the building of the estate, Olmsted's sons influenced the beautiful Biltmore Forest communi-
ty.  Here, nestled in the mature woodlands, is a wonderful community that responds to a great landscape
setting.   The Biltmore Estate® and the community of Biltmore Forest define the architectural and land-
scape legacy of The Ramble Biltmore Forest.  It is the intent of the heirs of George Vanderbilt to con-
tinue his vision of dramatic architecture responsive to its environmental setting.  

The Ramble Biltmore Forest will build on Olmsted's and Hunt's creativity and craftsmanship.  The com-
munity will be built on a comprehensive framework of parks and public open spaces, with much of the
acreage permanently preserved as pristine woodlands.  Architectural styles and materials will be vernac-
ular to the region and responsive to the land.  Construction techniques will be sustainable and envi-
ronmentally sensitive.  Landscape character will be preserved and enhanced.  

F ramework  of  a  Community

F ramework  of  a  Community  
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 2A

Photo of Longmeadow Park at Prospect Park

Photo of Olmsted Gardens, Biltmore Company®



The Southern Appalachians contain extraordinarily diverse landscapes and rare forest types.  As a result of this
inherent natural beauty, the Southern Appalachians have been attracting visitors for centuries.  In the late 19th centu-
ry, Asheville was a popular health resort due to the availability of mineral springs, a pleasant climate and fresh air.
Today, as the Blue Ridge Parkway and the Great Smoky Mountain National Park traverse the Appalachians, millions of
visitors are exposed to the unique natural wonders of the region.

The Appalachian Mountains rise to a maximum of 6,684 feet, and diminish to less than 1,000 feet.  As a result of this
elevation change, highly varied climates and environments appear.  The lower regions are filled with mixed decidu-
ous woods throughout the dry zones and pines in the shaded, moist environments.  As the topography rises, oak and
hickory forests flank the slopes of the mountains leading to boreal and transitional forests on the ridge tops, repre-
senting almost every eastern forest type in America.

At the heart of the Southern Appalachians, these habitats converge seamlessly allowing visitors to hike from a decid-
uous forest in the lowlands to a spruce-fir forest on the ridge-tops to habitats at or near sea level, all within a matter
of hours.  However, these forest types are not easily distinguishable due to the moderating effects of the humidity
level.

Resulting from the variation and multitude of forest types, the southern end of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia
and North Carolina possesses the greatest number of tree species in North America.  Many of the species proliferate
in record proportions and are among some of the oldest in North America.

The Southern Appalachians: Understanding the Region

Landscape Character of T h e  R a m b l e Biltmore Forest
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3A
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The rugged beauty of Asheville's rural terrain instantly bewitched George Washington
Vanderbilt, and it is here that he decided to fulfill his long time vision of an estate that was to be mod-
eled after the immense land baronies he had seen in Europe.  They not only served as cherished
retreats, but also as self-supporting businesses.  And it had been suggested to Vanderbilt that commer-
cial forestry represented a good investment, so he purchased 125, 000 acres, and began taking the first
steps toward his goal.

He would call the estate "Biltmore"-from Bildt, the Dutch town where his ancestors originated, and
"more," an old English word for open, rolling land."  He then commissioned architect Richard
Morris Hunt and landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted to collaborate on the estate's design.
For Olmsted, this was his last private commission, and it is said to have been a summation of all his
ideas.

Vanderbilt later hired Gifford Pinchot to help restore the forests of Biltmore at Olmsted's request.
Pinchot was one of the first people in the United States to start thinking about forest health and
management.  His work established Biltmore Forest and what is now part of Pisgah National Forest
as the Cradle of Forestry in America.

Much of Biltmore's lush woodland, the first forest in the country to be managed scientifically, was
planted in the 1890's; today it covers some 4,500 acres.  Although some improvements have been
made to improve the quality of soil, water and wildlife habitats, the harvesting of mature trees, as well
as selective thinning and pruning remains a vital part of current forest management.

The Le gacy of  the  Bi l tmore  Estate®

Landscape Precedents  o f  Bi l tmore  Estate
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 4A
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Aerial view of the Biltmore Estate®

Plan of the Biltmore Estate® Biltmore Estate® is a registered trademark of the Biltmore Company, Inc, Asheville,NC, which owns and operates Biltmore Estate® (www.bilt-
more.com), a National Historic Landmark. Biltmore Estate, which includes Biltmore House and Gardens, Biltmore Estate Winery and The Inn
on Biltmore Estate, is owned and operated independently of Biltmore Farms, LLC.



The 1927 General Plan of Biltmore Forest was prepared by the Olmsted Brothers.  The plan created a pre-
mier community of secluded home sites that responded to the rolling topography of the region.  A major fea-
ture of the plan was Vanderbilt Place, a small town center with the Town Hall, and the Biltmore Forest
Country Club, which was the social focal of the community. Serpentine streets traversed the site and con-
nected a series of linear parks to the adjacent neighborhoods.  Driving through Biltmore Forest today, one
senses the power of the landscape.  Home sites, although varying in size, are unified by the dense woodlands,
stone walls and other unique landscape features.

The Bi l tmore  Forest  Neighborhood

Landscape Precedents  o f  Bi l tmore  Forest  
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 5A
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Throughout the Asheville Region, there are many good examples of how communities are built in
concert with the mountain topography.  The extremes of elevation differences and geography create
interesting and challenging sites for communities.  Areas like Albermarle Park in Asheville and the Grove
Park neighborhoods are built on very steep topography.  Houses are designed to fit the site and adapt to
the form of the land to create wonderful sequences of spaces with diverse landscape images of the
Biltmore Estate® grounds.  Broad use of exotic and regional plantings create a unique palette.  The ele-
ments of stone and native mountain species are used extensively throughout Biltmore Forest and other
Asheville neighborhoods to reinforce the image of the western North Carolina setting.

The Neighborhoods  of  Ashevi l le

Ashevi l le  Neighborhoods  
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 6A
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A System of Parks

The Ramble Biltmore Forest builds on Olmsted's vision of communities defined
by great parks.  In his design for Riverside, Olmsted defined three park types that
were needed to fully define man's relationship with nature and community.  The
first type respected natural systems, so the preservation and enhancement of

The Green Network

A System of  Parks
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 7A

greenways, rivers, streams and woodlands became part of Olmsted's park vocabulary.
The second type was the neighborhood park that defined the image and addresses
of the community.  And the third type was the idea of great streets, accommodating
both vehicles and pedestrians equally connecting the parks together into a system.
In Riverside, these became beautiful parkway style streets.  The public realm of The
Ramble will feature an abundance of public gardens, community parks and green
spaces.

When George Vanderbilt set about creating his famed home here, he strove to create a
self-sustaining community, surrounded by the beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  He
and Olmsted shared a vision of nature's importance in restoring harmony and balance to
modern life.  Here, at The Ramble Biltmore Forest, we have built a community based on
this vision.   Key to this effort is the preservation of our woodlands and streams and  link-
ing this wonderfully conserved natural area into the community with a series of larger
neighborhood  parks. These larger parks, including Crescent Park and Long Meadow Park,
form the central fabric of the community -  outdoor spaces for gathering and socializing.
These designed spaces are intended to instill a variety of moods and allow for an array of
uses, as Olmsted's parks were designed to do.   In addition to the larger community parks,
there are numerous, more intimate neighborhood parks scattered throughout The
Ramble. These smaller neighborhood parks, linked to the larger community parks and
conservation areas by greenway connections, form a comprehensive trail system.  

The Ramble Biltmore Forest draws on Olmsted’s precedents at the Biltmore Estate®.
Within the Estate, the Italian Garden was envisioned as an outdoor room to be used by
the Vanderbilt family for tennis and croquet, while the Estate's Ramble remained a place
for solitary walks. It's this love of landscape, begun by Olmsted and continued in The
Ramble Biltmore Forest that will animate community.  The design and conservation prin-
ciples will closely follow those found at the Biltmore Estate® and Biltmore Forest.

Photo showing the Bow bridge at Central Park

Photo showing the rock outcropping at Central ParkPhoto showing Longmeadow Park at Prospect Park
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Architectura l  Landscape Elements

Archi tectura l  Image of  the  Publ ic  Realm
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 8A

The architectural and landscape elements of The Ramble build on Olmsted's
tradition of incorporating rich, traditional civic architecture into built land-
scapes.  Central Park, Prospect Park, and the Biltmore Estate® all designed by
Olmsted and his office incorporate finely detailed and crafted walls, piers, ter-
races, bridges, promenades, and park structures.  

Here, at The Ramble, this tradition lives on to enrich the public realm.

Photo showing the Bow bridge at Central ParkPhoto showing Dairy Farm pavilion at Central Park

Photo showing gardens at Biltmore Estate®



Much of the site will be preserved and the natural areas of The
Ramble Biltmore Forest will be conserved for future generations
to explore and fall in love with the distant views from our moun-
tain tops, the majestic beauty of the wooded hill sides, the lush
stream valleys, the rhododendron thickets, and moss covered
and weathered rock outcroppings.  These areas will only have
minor trail interventions for low impact use such as walking or
passive recreation.  An ethic of stewardship, a hallmark of the
community, will keep these areas unspoiled and natural for all
time.

Natura l  Area Components

Natura l  Areas  at  The Ramble
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 9A
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In an effort to make The Ramble Biltmore Forest a unique
architectural community, eight architects were commis-
sioned to develop showcase homes for the neighborhood.
These architects provided architectural imagery based on
both site responsive and vernacular styles found within the
historic neighborhoods of the region. 

It is important that owners and builders who choose to build
in The Ramble Biltmore Forest choose architectural forms
that are compatible with the massing, scale, facade articula-
tion, and detailing of these showcase homes. 

The Design Review Committee (DRC) is prepared to assist
owners and builders in achieving the appropriate architec-
tural vocabulary for their homes to ensure that the entire
built community is recognized not only for its natural beau-
ty but for its significant architectural contribution to the
built environment.

The Ramble Biltmore Forest:
A Showcase of  Homes

A Showcase of  Homes  
CH A R A C T E R O F T H E CO M M U N I T Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 10A
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Samsel Architects

An ideal approach to siting a house is to respond to orientation, street frontage,
topography, and the landscape characteristics of each lot.  The house illustrated
above exemplifies this approach.  The plan clearly shows the house turning and
fronting two sides in response to its corner location at a street intersection.
Note that the front door and entry court face one street while the porch and an
extended facade along the second street addresses the need for two front
facades. Also note how the garage is set back from the facade of the house and
enclosed in an auto court to reduce its impact on the street.

Acanthus Architecture, P.A. Peter Block Architects

Bill Ingram Architect

Liederbach & Graham Architects Dungan Nequette Architects

Thomas & Denzinger Architects Ike Kligerman Barkley Architects P.C.
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TThhee  MMaasstteerr  PPllaann  aanndd  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhooooddss  ooff  TThhee  RRaammbbllee

The Ramble Biltmore Forest is a master planned, gated community of about 1000
acres sculpted into the woodlands of Ducker Mountain, in an area encircled by the
graceful bend of the French Broad River.   Adjacent to the southern boundary of the
Town of Biltmore Forest and bordered by the Blue Ridge Parkway and the Biltmore
Estate®, this new community has a rich and lasting legacy of architecture, landscape
and nature.

The neighborhoods of the community are nestled into the mountain's northern face,
with streets winding from the valley below, along mountain streams and through tall
woodlands, to emerge at the highest ridge line.  Views from this ridge extend to
Biltmore Estate®, Mount Mitchell, Mount Pisgah, and the French Broad River.  

There are four distinct neighborhoods defined by the site's natural features and
include four lot types: Terrace and Hamlet Lots, Woodland Preserve Lots and
Mountain Estate Lots.  Please refer to the Architectural and Landscape Design
Guidelines for specific requirements for each lot type, including special conditions
for key lots in the community.

After selecting The Ramble as your new community, the design process is critical in
realizing your dream for your new home and landscape setting.  The process is sim-
ple and direct and begins with selecting your lot in one of the neighborhoods.

Masterplan & Neighborhoods  of  
The Ramble  Bi l tmore  Forest

Organizat ion of  the  P lan
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 2B
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Terrace Lots (157-204)

Hamlet Lots (20-134)

Woodland Preserve Lots (1-25, 133-156, 223-397)

Mountain Estate Lots (401-428)

Living Well Center & Village HomesThis plan is for illustrative purposes only and may not represent latest lotting at The Ramble.
Illustrative plan provided by Cloos Landscape Architecture



Lot  Types
DE S I G N GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3B
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These lots run along the ridge of Ducker
Mountain, providing dramatic views across the
Western North Carolina mountains.  Houses
on this ridge will form a precinct of their own.
Because of the steep, dramatic topography,
houses on the ridge will require sensitive
design and careful construction practices.
Houses will be pulled up close to the lane and
will stretch out in a plane parallel to the lane.
Front motor courts and garages as carriage
houses will create a sense of entry and place.
Earth-bound materials with deep earth tones,
are important in this location. Stone, slate and
brick are hallmark elements to ensure the hous-
es are nestled into the sensitive tree canopy
along the ridge.  

Mountain Estate Lots
Hamlet lots align our parkways, parks and public
open spaces.  Generally larger than the Terrace
Lots, these lots will have more stringent design
requirements related to the siting of the house,
massing, setbacks, garage locations, as well as
landscape requirements.   

Hamlet Lots
These lots have the smallest square footage and
setback requirements.   Generally, these lots are
deep and line public streets and some park address-
es.  Each lot will have preserved woodland areas at
the rear of the lots.  The houses will have more
manicured front yards and will be required to re-
establish a consistent tree line canopy or natural
woodland canopy in the front yards.  Garages will
be accessed directly from the street, from courtyards,
or slid to the rear of the house using architectural
and landscape elements as screens.  At select sites,
front yard fencing, hedgerows, and other landscape
elements may be required.

Terrace Lots
As defined, these lots are intended to maintain the wood-
land features of the community.  Each house must be nes-
tled into the lot with minimal clearing and site distur-
bance.  They should also be site responsive, capturing
distant views and articulating with the grades of the lot.
Woodland addresses feature lots facing mountain streams
and seasonal watercourses.  Ridgeview addresses consist
of house lots that follow the intermediate ridge lines
within the community while forest view lots have private,
wooded settings.  Houses can be of a rich vocabulary and
style, including Ramble Classical, Mountain Heritage or
European Romantic, or inspired by the site itself, provid-
ing a marriage of site and architecture.  

Woodland Preserve Lots

NOTE: Refer to Section F - The Design Standards
Matrix - for specific lot requirements.

Illustrations are for diagrammatic purposes only. Site responsive design solutions that allow driveways to be more organic, are encouraged.



SSeelleecctt  yyoouurr  lloott  aanndd  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  tthhaatt  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  wwiitthhiinn..

~ Front, side and rear setback lines define the areas where no building or clearing is
allowed except for driveway access and utility easements.  Any disturbance in these areas
must be restored to natural conditions. Areas cleared for utility easements must also be
reforested.
~ The Building Envelope defines the limits you can disturb to build your house and asso-
ciated outdoor living spaces generally defined by the setback lines.  
~ The Most Buildable Area defines areas of your lot most suited to building homes that fit
into the mountain terrain.  Lots that do not have this zone will require special design con-
siderations, including buildings that work with steep grades and unique site conditions.
The building envelope is located within the setback lines and if not defined, will be limit-
ed to an area 50% greater than the intended footprint of the house.  
~ Pay attention to view corridors and the adjacency of neighboring houses to ensure pri-
vacy and that proper landscape buffers are maintained.
~ Refer to specific requirements for each lot type.  

SSeelleeccttiinngg  yyoouurr  aarrcchhiitteecctt  aanndd  bbuuiillddeerr..

~ As you are selecting your lot, it is strongly recommended to use an architect, landscape
architect and builder who can help you determine the best lot that will meet your needs
and identify any unique opportunities or constraints that you may encounter.
~ Each home requires the seal of a registered architect, landscape architect, and/or struc-
tural engineer.  Stock home plans are allowed and will be approved only if the intended
house meets the accompanying architectural and design guidelines and professional seal
requirements.  Approvals are at the sole discretion of the Design Review Committee
(DRC).  

DDeessiiggnniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoouussee..

~ After selecting your architect and builder, work collaboratively to define a footprint and
layout for the house, including fitting it on the site with the least amount of site distur-
bance. Plans may be rejected based on extreme site disturbances.

SSuurrvveeyyiinngg  tthhee  ssiittee  --  CCoonncceepptt  ppllaann  rreevviieeww

~ A pre-submittal site walk is required with the DRC, homeowner and builder to review
existing site conditions, architecture, and discuss other design considerations.  

The Design Process: A Step by Step Guide

Select ing Your  Lot  & The Design Process   
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 4B
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Lots with buildable areas illustrated

Continued on next page...

Natural stream
corridor

Trail system

Most buildable
area

Setback line

Understanding your lot

Property Line

Property Line

Setback Line View

View



PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  DDeessiiggnn  RReevviieeww

~ After the pre-submittal walk is complete, a preliminary footprint can be developed, along
with a site plan showing existing topography, site clearing, grading, and driveway access.
~ It is recommended that the house be staked in the field during the design phase, prior to
final design for review and approval by the DRC.  At this time, design recommendations
will be discussed to better fit the house to the land, assess clearing and grading require-
ments, understand driveway slope and alignment, and review architectural submittal.

FFiinnaall  DDeessiiggnn

~ After preliminary approval, final design of the house can take place.  At this time, final
clearing plans, site grading plans, drainage and soil erosion plans, utility plans, and pre-
liminary landscape plans must be prepared.  

Please refer to the Design Review Process in Section C of this booklet for more specific
details, submittal requirements and an approval flowchart.  

S tep by Step Guide continued

Put t ing i t  a l l  Together
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 5B
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The diagram to the left shows the importance of preliminary planning, design, and under-
standing the context of your lot.  Here a preliminary footprint is defined and graded on the
lot, showing ideal driveway access, auto courts and garages, and selected clearing areas for
lawns and vistas.  After understanding the unique character of each lot, including views,
orientation, the location of specimen trees, natural drainage area, and other such items,
the final design of the house and site may begin.

The following pages illustrate in detail how lots need to be developed.  The diagram
shows a lot with a 15% upward slope frontage street for illustration purposes.  More gen-
tle or steeper lots will require less grade articulation.  Lots with slopes 15% and below
allow for the option of a level floor plan with all the grade articulated in exterior land-
scape terraces, or if desired, by the house itself to reduce site impacts.  Lots greater than
15% slope will require the house to change floor levels and take up more grade to achieve
the desired minimal site disturbance.  The steeper the site, the more the architecture of the
house needs to respond.  

The diagrams define the ideal construction sequence and describe in detail preservation
zones, clearing restrictions, house placement and grading, driveways alignment, and land-
scape restoration and plantings.

Put t ing i t  a l l  Together
Illustrative Site Plan

Preserve natural
stream channel

Site house on most
buildable area

Limit lawn
clearing. (Area
of selected
clearing must
be approved)

Understanding your lot

Work drive-
way with
grade

View

Maintain buffers



The following lot development guidelines must be carefully followed to preserve as
many hardwood trees as possible and to limit site disturbance on each lot in The
Ramble Biltmore Forest.  Techniques such as preserving specimen trees within the
Building Envelope, layout and placement of the house and driveway to minimize site
grading, and proper site contouring are critical to integrating the house with the site.
A house footprint that does not respect the unique site characteristics may not be
considered appropriate for the site.

Techniques  for  Tree  P reservat ion,
Layout  & Const ruct ion

General  Lot  P r inciples-  Bui lding on a  Ramble  Lot  
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 6B
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Lot Preservation Zones

Preservation zones have been established throughout the development to retain the existing,

wooded character of each lot.  The Rear and Side Yards must be preserved to provide an ade-

quate buffer between adjacent lots.  The Front Yard must be 70% preserved, and the Building

Envelope must be 25% preserved (except for pine trees).  Prior to any construction activity,

the existing vegetation, mainly specimen trees and hardwoods greater than or equal to 4”

diameter at breast height (DBH), must be documented. Lots primarily covered with pines

should be reforested with hardwoods (to be included on the landscape plan.)

Rear Yard

Side Yard

Front Yard

Building Envelope (Includes 
most buildable area)

Varies

50% greater 
than footprint 

of house 

25’ minimum
(where appli-

cable)

Varies

On narrower lots, the side yard

preservation zones will be greatly

reduced. Therefore, it is of para-

mount importance that the front,

rear, and side yards be totally pre-

served. 

Lot Preservation Zones
(Terrace & Narrow Hamlet Lots)



When constructing any element within a private lot, the preservation of
existing trees and the minimizing of earth disturbance shall be of the highest
priority.  The preservation of select, specimen trees can be accomplished in
a variety of ways, so long as all aspects of the tree’s health are taken into
consideration.  These would include minimizing root damage and com-
paction, maintaining positive drainage away from trees and allowing for
adequate amounts of light.  The use of walls, steps and slopes to preserve
stands of trees will give newly constructed houses a timeless, enduring
atmosphere. 

Refer to Guidelines Supplement for specific tree protection or additional
requirements.

Tree  P reservat ion

General  Lot  P r inciples-  P reservat ion
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 7B
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Wall

Provide drainage
to take excess water
away from tree

Minimize damage and
compaction to Root Zone

Stabilize re-graded
slopes with

ground cover

Existing vegetation
to be protected

Re-vegetate
forest edge



General Lot Principles - Staking, Clearing & Grading
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 8B
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Lot Stakeout & Clearing Rough Grading within Building Envelope

Prior to site disturbance, the limits of the house, accompanying site amenities, and limits of
proposed grading activities must be marked in the field to identify the minimal limit of tree
clearing within the Building Envelope.  Large specimen trees within the Selectively Cleared
Areas must be preserved by limiting grading activities around the tree or by installing
retaining walls.  Once a location for the driveway is determined, clearing must be limited to
12’-6” from the centerline.

Once the trees necessary for building and site construction have been cleared, preliminary
grading activities can begin.  Trees to be preserved within the Building Envelope must be
carefully protected prior to site disturbance with proper techniques.  Grading operations
must be limited to only the Building and Driveway Zones.  Also, the house and site ameni-
ties must be carefully sited within the Building Envelope to appropriately balance the cut
and fill on the lot.

Front Yard

Building Envelope

Driveway Zone

Building EnvelopeThe total Building Envelope, or optimum buildable area,
will have a maximum depth of 50% greater than the house
footprint.  However, it has been determined that the opti-
mum building pad is 65 feet deep to minimize site distur-
bance, while allowing for the best relationship between the
house and exterior spaces.  The 65 foot building pad will
require a 10 foot change in grade on a 15% lot.  Gentler
slopes will allow for more flexibility in dealing with the
building pad. 

Angle of Driveway from Street
and Related to Lot Slope  -

50
%
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General Lot Principles - Building the House & Landscape Improvements
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 9B
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House & Site Amenity Construction Landscape Amenity Construction

The house and its accompanying site amenities must be carefully constructed so that adja-
cent vegetation is not disturbed.  Terrace walls that retain grade should be built around the
house as needed to provide adequate outdoor living spaces while limiting disturbance
within the Building and Driveway Zones.  The use of walls, steps and slopes to preserve
stands of existing trees will give newly constructed houses a timeless, enduring atmosphere.

The re-establishment of vegetation on the lot is a critical element to maintaining the exist-
ing landscape character of the forest.  Only plant varieties indigenous to each lot can be
planted in the Reforestation Zone.  Ornamental Zones, the private gardens and terraces
near the house, can be planted with non-native, non-invasive species that are sensitive to
the surrounding forest community.  Transitional Zones can have a combination of reforesta-
tion and ornamental plants.

Refer to Section E for complete landscape requirements.

Driveway Zone

Building Envelope

Ornamental Zone

The restricted planting areas in the front and rear
yards can be designed to the homeowner’s land-
scape preferences.  These garden designs can
range from formal gardens to natural landscapes
using ornamental plantings, perennials, as well as
native plant materials. 

Reforestation Zone

Requires a minimum 75% plant coverage; 70%
deciduous and 30% evergreen using native plant
species.

Transitional Zone

This zone requires landscape restoration of the
woodlands with new edge plantings of native and
ornamental plant materials.  Requires 100% plant
coverage; 60% deciduous and 40% evergreen.

This plan illustrates how finished grades can be
achieved on the lots and how the 65 foot optimum
building pad accommodates the entry courts and rear
yard terraces.
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General  Lot  P r inciples-  Grading:  An I l lus t rated Example
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 10B
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Terrace and Grade Changes
These illustrations show how grade change can be handled using various landscape ele-
ments, such as walls, steps and slopes.  Walls and steps can be used to change grade quick-
ly, and therefore minimize tree clearing.  Walls can also be used to separate spaces and
bring an architectural element into the landscape.  Walls should be constructed of a mate-
rial that is in keeping with the architecture of the house and the landscape setting.

A. REAR YARD PERIMETER

At the perimeter of the rear yard, which is a
line that marks the maximum extent of the
developed portion of the lot,  terrace walls
or slopes will be necessary to transition
back to existing grade.  This should be han-
dled with the maximum 2:1 planted slope,
one wall or a series of trellis walls to
accommodate the change in grade.

A typical 15% sloped lot will have a 4’-3”
change in grade.

B. FRONT HOUSE ENTRY

The front of the house should have an
entrance that transitions 24 inches above
the entry walk or front terrace to give the
house additional presence in the land-
scape.  This can be handled with three
steps to the front porch or entry terrace, and
one additional step into the house.
Depending on the lot slope, a retaining
wall may be required here.  For instance, a
typical 15% lot will require a 4’-3” grade
change with a wall or slope.

Typical front entry illustrating a 24” change in
grade at the front walk.

Grade changes at the property line will vary
depending on the slope of the lot and the
right-of-way amenities.

C. FRONT ENTRY COURT

As an option, the driveway can serpentine
across the lot to an auto court at the front
door of the house.  The use of these courts
will depend on the steepness of the lot
slopes and the desire for such a feature.  A
minimum of 24 feet is necessary for an Auto
Court.  Extending the front yard develop-
ment this way will require a wall to accom-
modate a grade change of 4’-3”.

This section shows a typical development strategy for a typical 15% uphill lot.  The building envelope is defined
as 100 feet, but the optimum development zone for house and yard is only 65 feet, which will require a total grade
change of 10 feet.

For lots greater than 15% slope, the stone walls have to respond to the land by stepping the finished floor grades
or changing levels over the site.

A

B

65’ Optimum Building Envelope

C



Landscape elements for the The Ramble Biltmore Forest lots
should pick up the character and quality of Biltmore Forest and
other neighborhoods in Asheville.  These photographs illustrate
good examples of key landscape design features.

Driveways
Driveways will conform to the contours of each lot.  Paving sur-
faces within the private realm shall be constructed to minimize
site disturbance and their visual impact.  Driveways can be paved
with gravel, bituminous paving (asphalt), brick, stone pavers, or
exposed aggregate concrete.  The entries from the street should
constrict the views into the driveways by the use of walls, piers
or lush plantings.  

Walls and Piers
There are many fine examples of stone walls throughout the
Asheville area.  This tradition of craftsmanship is desired for all
landscape treatments beyond the building pad of the house.
Stone walls can be used to define driveway entrances, create ter-
races for outdoor use areas or as barriers where grade changes are
required at terraces, drives and property edges.

Bridges
The use of stone bridges is a Biltmore tradition.  All stream and
drainage crossings from the right-of-way to the front yard areas
should conform to this precedent.  

Paving
Paving for front walks and terraces should be brick or stone to
provide a formal, yet rustic look. Rear decks and non-visible side
entry landings may be concrete.

Landscape Elements

Landscape Character - Driveway, Terrace & Grade Articulation
MA S T E R P L A N-CO M M U N I T Y PA T T E R N S
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Existing Grade

Restore woodland edge

12’

Typical Driveway Section
25’
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Design Review Process
TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 2C

The Design Review Committee
To realize the vision of a cohesively designed community, control of
architectural and landscape design falls to the Design Review
Committee (DRC).  The owner of any lot within The Ramble is required
to obtain the approval of the DRC for any type of construction on the
lot of any type of building or landscape feature, including clearing, tree
removal, grading, paving, landscape improvements, and alteration to
existing, native vegetation.

TThhee  DDRRCC  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  aanndd  pprroovviiddeess  oovveerrssiigghhtt  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::

~ To assist new homeowners in achieving an effective use of their sites,
while preserving and respecting the natural environment.

~ Develop and administer design principles for the development of har-
monious design of architecture and landscape.

~ Preservation and enhancement of the natural environment and scenic
beauty inherent to the site.

~ Preservation and enhancement of individual home sites in regards to
privacy and view corridors.

FFuunnccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  DDRRCC

~ Simply stated, the DRC will facilitate the design process and assist
homeowners to achieve architectural harmony with respect to the over-
all environmental stewardship principles of the community.  The DRC
will devise, dictate and enforce architectural, landscape and construc-
tion guidelines to ensure the highest level of design quality and  crafts-
manship within an ecological framework.

~ The DRC will conduct formal reviews as defined by this and other
documents and will review all design plans submitted on a timely basis,
including engaging in reviews with the architect, landscape architect,
builders, and contractors during the design and construction process.
All construction must be in accordance with approved plans and will be
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monitored by the DRC.  

~ The DRC is delegated to modify or deem inappropriate any improvement,
on any lot, located within the community that does not meet specific
requirements.

RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  tthhee  DDRRCC

~ Establish specific design review and submittal procedures.

~ Review submitted application for compliance with all design principles,
covenants, and restrictions.

~ Review architectural plans, site development plans, landscape plans, and
any other exterior improvements and details to ensure compatibility with
the image established for the overall community.

~ Review and ensure that sustainable design principles are integrated into
each design and that preservation of natural systems, existing vegetation,
and respect for adjacent home sites are forefront in the design of each
house and lot.  

~ Promote the highest standards of design for both architecture and land-
scape, including quality of construction and craftsmanship.

~ Ensure long term maintenance of individual properties to the highest
standards.

RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  AApppplliiccaannttss  oorr  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss

~ Accuracy of submitted plans, lot survey, tree surveys, and required staking
plans as provided by architect and builder.

~ Compliance with all environmental laws and requirements, including tree
removals, grading, storm water runoff, site stabilization, and all sub-surface

soil conditions.

~ Choose architects and builders who uphold quality of construction and
craftsmanship by individual builders.

~ Provide the DRC with certified and sealed structural, mechanical, electri-
cal plans and installations, as well as other technical and infrastructure
items at the appropriate submittal times.

~ Compliance with all requirements of The Ramble Community Charter.

~ Compliance with all local state and federal laws and requirements gov-
erning design and construction.

~ All fees, permits, and submittal of required forms.  



KKeeyy  CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  OOwwnneerr//  BBuuiillddeerr//  AArrcchhiitteecctt  WWhheenn  PPrreeppaarriinngg
PPllaannss

Minimize clearing in the setback areas. Driveways are permissible in the
front setbacks but should be avoided in the side yard setbacks. This is
required to maintain the wooded character of the community.

Architect-designed homes are strongly encouraged to establish a rich char-
acter for The Ramble Biltmore Forest as a community with unique homes.
The image of the house should be in one consistent architectural style uti-
lizing historically accurate detailing of the selected style. Architect
designed homes are preferred, however, purchased plans from approved
companies are acceptable for consideration providing their architectural
style fully meets the intent of the guidelines and that the homes are unique
to the community (refer to the Section regarding Purchased Home Plans on
this page.)  Lot owners should expect that modifications to stock plans will
be required in order to comply with these requirements.

The elevations of the house that are submitted must reflect accurate site
conditions. Site plans should show existing topography, extent of clearing,
and proposed grades. Elevations should be complete, showing porches,
decks, steps, lower level windows and doors, etc.

House fronts must face the street and/or be geometrically aligned with the
street. Corner lots should have two fronts addressing both streets with a
strong consistent image along the architectural facade of the house.

Garage doors should not face the street where possible. They should not be
the dominate feature of the house. If they do face the street, recess them
back from the face of the house and enclose them in an architectural feature
such as a walled courtyard.

Key Design Requi rements

Key Design Requi rements
TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3C
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Refer to the Do’s and Don'ts list on the following pages for important
details of the house. In particular, use of vinyl soffit materials, non operat-
ing shutters or windows without the image of true divided lites are NOT
acceptable. 

Use natural materials not manufactured products.

KKeeyy  CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ffoorr  RReevviieeww  ooff  PPllaannss  bbyy  tthhee  DDRRCC

Emphasis will be placed on the conceptual plan review and site walk as
critical steps to the process. We encourage owners/ builders/ architects to
test ideas and gain a full understanding of individual lot dynamics prior to
design. Particular attention will be paid to house orientation, access,
preservation of vegetation within setback lines, and location of garages
and garage courts.

Emphasis will be placed on achieving a rich architectural style and charac-
ter for each home in a classical or vernacular style as illustrated in these
guidelines. Each house must be unique in character and unique to The
Ramble Biltmore Forest.

Emphasis will be placed on the right house plan for the lot.

Emphasis will be placed on preservation of the woodland character of The
Ramble Biltmore Forest and the enhancement of the indigenous landscape
qualities of the site through reforestation. Delicate integration of the nat-
ural landscape plantings along with ornamental garden landscapes for pri-
vate areas must be considered when preparing landscape plans for each
home.  

PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  ooff  PPllaannss::

Owners who decide to purchase pre-designed architectural plans or “produc-
tion/stock plans” for their new home in the Ramble should be aware of the fol-
lowing:

1. The approval process does not recognize an expedited process or short cuts
for production plans.  From the DRC’s perspective the process will be identical
to that of hiring an architect to produce a custom design.

2. The preliminary review will only reference those drawings listed in the time-
line that apply. If a complete set of construction documents is submitted in the
preliminary review stage, only those items in the set that apply to that phase
will be reviewed, not the entire set and all of its accompanying details. 

3. The owner should have the capacity or resources available to make modifica-
tions to the drawings based on design comments by the DRC.  Very few produc-
tion drawing sets will be approved without comments or required modifications.
It is important that the owner has someone with the skills to interpret the com-
mentary and provide the modifications to the drawings.  

4. Beware of the “Don’t List”.  Production plans often have details that are very
standardized for the sake of selling those plans across multiple markets.  The
Ramble is attempting to create a regionally specific character that is distinct
from national markets.  Drawing sets should be reviewed for those details that
don’t comply with the guidelines and corrected before the submission.  Plans
that have not been reviewed by the owner or their representative containing
multiple and obvious non-conformities will be returned without comment
and/or approval and will have to be resubmitted. 

5. It is strongly advised that the owner participate in the pre-design site walk
and orientation before deciding what plans to purchase.  



Design Review Process   
TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 4C
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The Design Review Process  & Timeline

SStteepp  11::  
Pre Design & Orientation

SStteepp  22::  
Preliminary Design Submittal 

SStteepp  33::  
Document Preparation and revisions 
for Final Design Submittal

SStteepp  44::  
Final Design Submittal
Preliminary Landscape Plan
Preliminary Exterior Color and 

Material Submittal

SStteepp  55::  
Field Stakeout & DRC
Building Approval

SStteepp  66::  
Municipal Building Permit

The illustration to the left is the TTiimmeelliinnee DDiiaaggrraamm showing the typical step by
step process from design through construction.  Refer to the following pages for

detailed requirements for each Step in the process.

A schedule of submittal dates has been prepared by the DRC and is available
in a guidelines supplement. The lot owner/ builders and architect will have the
opportunity to attend a DRC meeting to discuss the plans as well as any rec-
ommendations for improvement.  The DRC will be available for meetings on a
once per month basis.

If multiple reviews are required for any phase, the Association may assess addi-
tional review fees. Incomplete submittals will be returned and will not be
reviewed until corrected.

SStteepp  77::  
Construction Phase
Site Mock-up of Final Exterior 

Colors and Materials

SStteepp  88::  
Final Landscape Plan



OOvveerrvviieeww

The On-Site Concept meeting allows the designers, homeowners, and builders
to meet with a DRC representative and walk the site in order to more fully
understand the unique challenges and opportunities of the individual lot. At
this time, any conceptual sketches for the house and site will be reviewed.
Conceptual ideas are welcome to be discussed beforehand as well.

The site walk will review the topography and trees on the site, suggested or
required site setbacks, surveyed lot perimeter, known or existing easements, and
wetland or preservation locations.  Suggestions for ideal house placement,
driveway access, placement and orientation of garage and other orientation
issues will be discussed at this time.

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

1. It is the owner’s and builders and responsibility to review and under
stand the guidelines prior commencing in the design process.

2. Concept meeting and site walk

3. Conceptual sketches for house and lot may be informally reviewed at
this time

4. The DRC representative will make recommendations for general site
and architectural development issues.

Design Review Process
TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 5C
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Owners, builders, and architects are encouraged to submit conceptual ideas early on in the process for review and discussion. These
sketches by E. Frank Smith Residential Design (above) illustrate typical conceptual ideas that are appropriate for review.

S tep 1 :  P re-Design and
Orientat ion



Step 2 :
P re l iminary  Design Submit ta l

Design Review Process
TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 6C
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OOvveerrvviieeww

The purpose of this submittal is to fully illustrate the design intent of the
house by providing exterior elevations and floor plans. The illustration to
the right shows typical requirements, including indication of building
materials.  A site plan showing existing conditions, clearing,  grading, and
site improvements such as driveways, sidewalks, terraces, and other exterior
amenities shall also be submitted. 

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Payment of Design Review Fee is due at this time. 

Fully completed submittal application and checklist including, 1 full-size
copy + half-size copy of the following:

1. Property survey indicating contours, setbacks and tree locations.

2. Preliminary site plan indicating rough grading, drives, building 
placement, porches, accessory buildings, site walls and any major 
feature of the house or its related structures. 

3. Conceptual landscape plan.

4. Floor plans (all levels, including basement) at minimum 
1/8”=1’-0”.  Provide overall building dimensions.

5. Exterior elevations (all sides) at minimum 1/8”=1’-0”.  Provide all 
windows and door openings, floor elevations and eave heights 

6. Notes and sketches indicating all building materials and their 
placement on the residence.

The above image illustrates a typical Preliminary Design Submittal.  

OOvveerrvviieeww

The purpose of this step is to allow time for site and architectural
revisions based on DRC comments.  

S tep 3 :  Document  P reparat ion
SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

1. Revision of plans to address any preliminary comments from the
DRC and complete documentation for the final design submittal.



TH E DE S I G N RE V I E W PR O C E S S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 7C
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Step 4 :  F inal  Design Submit ta l  & 
Pre l iminary  Landscape P lan

Design Review Process

OOvveerrvviieeww

At least 6 months prior to completion of the house and other site improvements, a
final landscape plan, prepared by a landscape architect or a DRC approved land-
scape design/ build contractor, shall be submitted. The plan shall include existing
trees to remain and show areas of reforestation as well as areas of ornamental
plantings. The plan shall be at a minimum of 1”= 20’ and will indicate the location,
size, species, and quantity of all trees, shrubs, groundcovers and other planting
materials. Refer to the Design Guidelines for the recommended plant materials and
compositions.  

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Fully completed final design submittal application and checklist. 

Final architectural drawings (1 full-size copy + half-size) indicating:

1. Floor plans (all levels, including basement) at minimum of 1/8”=1’-0”.  
Provide overall building dimensions.

2. Exterior elevations (all sides) at minimum of 1/8”=1’-0”. Provide all win-
dows and door openings, floor elevations and eave heights.  Delineate all 
building materials and dimensions clearly.  Vents and roof penetrations 
shall be shown on the rear or hidden portions of the roof.  For buildings 
with masonry or stucco, expansion joints (if required) must be indicated on
the drawings.

3. Wall sections at 3/4”=1’-0” of a typical wall, walls at front entry, garage 
doors and any special conditions such as porches, overhangs or projecting 
bays.

4. Window and door details showing head, jamb and sill conditions indicat-
ing materials, dimensions of trim and shutters.

5. Eave and rake section details at minimum of 3/4”=1’-0”

The above image shows the characteristics of a typical final design submittal drawing.
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Final  Design Submit ta l  & 
Pre l iminary  Landscape P lan
6. Details of special exterior conditions such as posts and columns, special 

brackets, moldings, corbelling, chimney caps, cupolas, louvers, material 
transitions etc.

7. Preliminary color, material and sample selections (mock ups on site.)

8. Final site plan at minimum 1”= 20’ (1 full-size copy + half-size) indicating: 

a.  Existing and proposed grades, including spot grades

b.  All existing trees to be saved, including location of tree protection 
fencing

c.  Proposed driveway alignment and all site improvements such as walk
ways, walls, exterior lighting, terraces and porches, garden areas, and other 
exterior amenities, including dimensions, materials, and details.

d.  All drainage ways and drainage improvements

9. Preliminary landscape plan at minimum 1”= 20’ (1 full-size copy + half-
size) indicating: 

a.  Existing trees to be saved

b.  Areas of reforestation to maintain wooded character

c.  Areas of transitional plantings at woodlands’s edge

d.  Ornamental landscape plantings, including garden areas, entry courts, 
lawns, etc

e.  Intended planting list including plant sizes

If the Final Design Submittal is approved, payment of required Construction
Deposit Fee is due at this time.

Illustrative Plan

h d f ll dl d b
The above image shows the characteristics of a typical preliminary landscape design submittal drawing.
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OOvveerrvviieeww

After approval of the Final Design Submittal, the owner and builder shall field stake
the house location as approved for DRC inspection prior to clearing. Any adjust-
ments require at this time to save trees or to reduce construction impacts will be
discussed at this time.

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

1. Upon approval of final design submittal the allowable clearing areas and exact
house location will be staked out in the field. 

2. Builder will submit a site plan showing temporary site provisions including, silt
fence location, construction vehicle access, staging areas, temporary structures
(if any), port-a-jons and any other construction related item that may impact 
the site. 

3. The DRC will make a final site walk with the builder and will review the above
mentioned site impacts. If approved the DRC will immediately provide an 
approval stamp for construction.  

S tep 5 :  F ie ld  Stakeout  & 
DRC Bui lding Approval

Design Review Process
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OOvveerrvviieeww

This is a necessary step to begin construction. It is the responsibility of the owner/
builder to obtain all building permits.

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

1. A building permit from the municipality will not be issued until the DRC issues
an approval stamp on the drawings.  The owner or builder must handle any 
items of concern of the permitting authorities independently of the DRC.

S tep 6 :  Municipal  Bui lding Permit

OOvveerrvviieeww

After all building permits are secured, final plan approval, and the final house stak-
ing has been approved, construction can begin on the house.

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

1. The construction process includes clearing of the lot to the approved clearing
lines, installation of protective barriers to preserve trees, erosion control meas-
ures, grading, etc.  It is required that the contractor/ builder follow all 
Construction Guidelines found in Section G of this Document.

2. At this time, a site mock-up of the final exterior colors and materials will be 
provided for DRC review and approval. See image to the right for an example 
of a typical color and material mock-up.

S tep 7 :  Const ruct ion Process

Stone color and pattern

Roof material

Siding material and color

Trim color

Typical mock-up panel showing roof and win-
dow configuration

Typical mock-up panel showing 
exterior materials and colors.



OOvveerrvviieeww

Six months after construction begins on the house and prior to installation of site
improvements, a final landscape plan, prepared by a landscape architect or a DRC
approved landscape design/ build contractor, shall be submitted. The plan shall include
existing trees to remain and show areas of reforestation as well as areas of ornamental
plantings. The plan shall be at a minimum of 1”= 10’ and will indicate all site improve-
ments and the location, size, species, and quantity of all trees, shrubs, groundcovers and
other planting materials. Refer to the Design Guidelines for the recommended plant
materials and compositions.  

SSppeecciiffiicc  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Final landscape drawings (1 full-size copy + half-size) indicating:

1. All site improvements, including materials, showing the location of driveways, 
walkways, entry terraces, rear and side patios and terraces, location of walls, 
fences, and air conditioning and condenser units, as well as other exterior site 
amenities.

2. A copy of the grading plan from the approved site plan submittal

3. Location of existing trees and areas of woodland restoration.

4. Location, spacing, species and quantity of all trees, shrubs, groundcovers, and 
other planting materials, etc.

5. Complete plant list showing scientific and common name, size, quantity, and 
condition of each plant type

6. Details for site improvements including walls, paving, fencing, lighting, as well 
as material samples.

S tep 8 :  F inal  Landscape P lan

Design Review Process
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The image above shows the characteristics of a typical final landscape design submittal plan and detail drawing. 
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Design Considerations 
The “Do” List

The following is a simple list of "do's” that each homeowner, architect and
builder must understand and comply with.

SSiittee

1. Orient your home to face the street and have a setback that
considers the location of homes or future homes on adjacent lots.
2. Preserve all areas between the setback lines and the property
line; any encroachment will require approval from the DRC. Avoid
significant hardwood trees ( >4" caliper DBH) when preparing the
site plan.
3. Locate the driveway to minimize impact to the hardwoods
and minimal site disturbance.
4. Take into account that stormwater from the road, common
areas or other lots will drain onto and through your site and show on
the site plan how you will accommodate the drainage.
5. Show the limits of the area you plan to clear and grade.
6. Show on the site plan an affirmative note that you will install
silt fences and provide any additional erosion prevention control
measures necessary to prevent soil erosion from your site.
7. Install a galvanized corrugated pipe or better over the road-
way swale prior to final approval of your plans and beginning site
clearing.

8. Include a drawing or note on the final finish of the ends of the
roadway swale culvert.
9.  The house must fit entirely within the building zones without
encroaching the defined setback lines for each lot.
AArrcchhiitteeccttuurree
1. Include all elevations, floor plans, roofing plan, key details,
typical wall section, an architectural or engineers seal on each sheet
when submitting your plans for approval.
2. Show all plans in scale.
3. Write a short note to the Design Review Committee on the
key components or elements that you would like to accomplish in
your plan.
4. Make sure that the plans reflect EXACTLY what you intend to 
build.  The Design Review Committee cannot grant final approval of
intentions or interpretations, or field changes that you wish to make.
Any changes to approved drawings must be submitted to the DRC for
approval.  

MMaatteerriiaallss
1. Select materials that are natural with the only exception being
that horizontal siding or slate may be a cement-based product that is
approved by the Design Review Committee.
2. Change building materials only at an inside corner..
3. Specify walkways, driveways and front steps as asphalt, con-
crete with an exposed aggregate surface, or pavers.
4. Specify the metal or clay chimney cap and its location.
5. Specify the exact colors (by manufacturer, name and color

number) for all exterior surfaces of the home including the siding,
roof, doors, garage doors, gutters.
6. Specify that all windows will be either simulated divided light
(SDL) or true divided light.

LLaannddssccaappee
1. Preserve the woodland character of the lot.
2. Provide landscape plans that re-establish a diverse woodland
setting.
3. Use a balance of indigenous, native plants and ornamental
plant materials.
4. Provide woodland edge plantings to act as a transition zone
between the existing woods and the ornamental landscape plantings
associated with the house.
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Design Considerations 
The “Don’t” List

The following is a simple list of "don't s" that each homeowner, architect
and builder must understand and comply with.

SSiittee  
1. Do not clear an area more than 50% greater than the house
footprint for construction of the house.
2. Do not clear within the setback lines and the property line for
any reason.
3. Do not face garage on the street except when site conditions
prohibit side entry or auto court.
4. Do not cut/fill slopes greater than 48” in height. House
should articulate grade.
5. Do not use a cut/fill slope greater than 2:1
6. Do not clear more than a 25’ wide swath of land for the drive-
way
7. Do not clear specimen trees.

AArrcchhiitteeccttuurree
1. Do not make the garage too prominent. Instead use front
loaded garages recessed from front edge of main house or side loaded
garages. Provide fenestration on garage ends.
2. Do not embed garages in a two or more story mass. Do not
leave too much wall space above the garage opening. 
3. Do not use overly complicated roof structures.
4. Do not under-articulate side and rear elevations. Use the same
standards of balance, proportion, and alignment as front elevations.
5. Do not use shallow porches. A minimum depth of 8’ with a

maximum elongation of 3:1 length/ depth ratio is required.  This is
not to preclude a small covered entry way appropriate to the style.
6. Do not overscale entry elements. Entry features should be in
proportion with house and appropriate to the architectural character.
7. Do not change exterior materials at outside corners.
8. Do not use an excessive plinth. Do not use too many steps
from natural grade to the building entry.
9. Do not undersize posts. 6x6 minimum post required for spans
of 10’ or less, otherwise, use an 8x8, minimum.
10. Do not scale window and door too low relative to the ceiling
heights. 
11. Do not float brick course above openings. Use lintels/ headers
at masonry openings.
12. Do not use face nailed railing pickets.

MMaatteerriiaallss
1. Do not inset columns. Beam edge should align with column
shaft not its capital.
2. Generally, windows and openings should be vertical in nature
and appropriate to the architectural style of the home.
3. Do not use plastic or exposed galvanized metal vents or
pipes. Locations of these should be deliberate and should align/ cor-
respond with adjacent architectural elements.
4. Do not skimp on the trim. An appropriate amount of trim,
molding, banding, sills, etc should be used. Transition materials with
trim.
5. Do not use “bulky” dormers. Walls should be tight to windows
or openings. Do not make the overhang rakes too broad.
6. Do not use stark white trim. Use antique white or warmer.

7. Do not use imported or vernacular styles that do not reflect
the architecture of the region or are not harmonious with the natural
environment.  
8. Do not use exposed pressure treated wood, natural or stained.

LLaannddssccaappee
1. Do not clear between the property lines and setback lines for
any reason. This is intended to preserve the woodland character of
The Ramble.
2. Do not over clear the lot of its existing trees. Minimize con-
struction impact.
3. Do not submit suburban style landscape plans that show lawn
within the front and side yard setbacks. The amount of lawn within
the front and side yards should not exceed 15% of these total areas.
These areas are intended to retain the woodland character of the lot
and act as screen buffers to adjacent homes.
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Architecture at the Ramble Biltmore Forest
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The history and the land.  These two aspects were of utmost importance when we devised the architectural and landscape guide-
lines for The Ramble.  As witnessed by the significance of the Biltmore Estate®, the homes of The Ramble will reinforce the notion
that architecture is one of the key community cornerstones.  In design of the homes, the pioneering work of Richard Morris Hunt in
the British Arts & Crafts movement has been chosen as the ideal complement to the Olmsted-styled landscape.  Graceful in line, the
British Arts & Crafts style is a fitting match for The Ramble's curving streets and wild garden landscape.  Both Olmsted and Morris
were guided by nature's forms.  And both men contributed, each in his own way, to the creation of the Biltmore House®.  

In each neighborhood, every home will be situated to take advantage of the community's vivid scenery and rolling terrain.  Each

home must be distinct and unique. 

A legacy of rich architectural tradition exists at Biltmore Forest and with this legacy comes a
responsibility to preserve the design philosophy initially laid out by Frederick Law Olmsted and
Richard Morris Hunt. Continuity with these design principles focusing on a respect for the natu-
ral environment form the cornerstone of the Design Guidelines philosophy.  It is crucial that own-
ers, design professionals, and builders strive to follow these principles as they create new resi-
dences at The Ramble Biltmore Forest. The material put forth in the design guidelines is meant to
guide not dictate design.

AAnn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  AArrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  SSttyylleess

The idea of architectural continuity and a respect for context of the site are important principles
that must be applied to any building project in The Ramble.  Therefore, homes will be designed in
a style sympathetic to one of four styles or vocabularies - Mountain Heritage Vernacular,
European Romantic, Site Specific Inspirational, or Ramble Classical.    These four styles are defined
on the following pages.  

The location of the home in the community and its site specific opportunities and constraints will
dictate the style that will be most fitting to the site.  For instance, for lots associated with streets
and public parks, a more formal design approach may be appropriate.  These lots are comprised of
primarily Terrace and Hamlet Lots, and include some Woodland Preserve Lots as well.  

As one moves up the face of the mountain into more rugged topography, homes may become more
reflective of the surrounding landscape setting and environment.  Here homes built in the
Mountain Heritage Vernacular styles, as well as more eclectic architectural styles, and using nat-
ural materials and earthen colors traditionally found in the woodlands will allow homes to blend
in with the wooded, mountain settings.  Although these homes are more relaxed in style, they will
maintain The Ramble’s commitment to the finest quality materials, detailing and craftsmanship.
These home styles are best suited for the Woodland Preserve Lots and Mountain Estate Lots.  Of
course, any style can cross the boundaries of lot types and the final determination of suitable
architectural styles will be decided by the Design Review Committee.

The architectural styles primarily deal with the overall composition of the house and patterns that
result.  These patterns comprise a range of design elements, including the massing, proportion and
scale, relationship to the site, ornament and detail, palette of materials, door and window treat-
ments, among others. 
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MMoouunnttaaiinn  HHeerriittaaggee  VVeerrnnaaccuullaarr

Vernacular architecture is a term used to categorize structures built outside of a regulated academic tradition but define a
local, contextual style. At The Ramble, the Mountain Heritage Vernacular Style represents a variety of local styles that
have been documented in and around Asheville. These vernacular building shapes, floor plans, materials, construction
techniques, and other characteristics are often generated from centuries-old local patterns. The patterns are continually
changing, but do so slowly. The new houses built from old patterns physically manifest, and then perpetuate, cultural
norms and accumulated building craft. Asheville’s vernacular buildings have been praised by many writers for their sophis-
ticated adaptation to their environment and users' needs.

Vernacular styles of architecture in Asheville that truly represent the Mountain Heritage Style include the Shingle Style,
and the Arts & Crafts Style, as well as eclectic mountain typologies seen only in this area. In addition to these vernacular
styles, many other styles are found locally and have been adapted to the mountain terrain. This page highlights photo-
graphs which exemplify the characteristics of the Mountain Heritage Vernacular for The Ramble.

Archi tectura l  S ty les :  
in  a  Mountain Heri tage Vernacular

Architectural Styles of the Ramble Biltmore Forest
DE S I G N PH I L O S O P H Y T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3D

CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  MMoouunnttaaiinn  HHeerriittaaggee  VVeerrnnaaccuullaarr  iinncclluuddee::

Massing - Typically a two or more story massing type with gable-end formations

Proportion - May vary from a low, horizontal Arts & Crafts type to a vertical steeply pitched Mountain Shingle

Details - Usually include uniquely crafted wood brackets, columns and trim, deep sloping eaves, exposed soffits

Materials - Varies from rough shingle siding to horizontal planks that may or may not be painted, natural stone

Window & Doors - Depending on proportion of scheme may vary from wide horizontal windows to narrow, lite patterns should
reflect the proportion of the house
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EEuurrooppeeaann  RRoommaannttiicc

The Asheville European Romantic is based on upon twentieth century interpretations of Medieval English cottages,
manor houses, and rural village vernacular houses. The American interpretations often include houses with simple vol-
umes with front facing gables that have steeply pitched roofs. Dormers - gable, hip and shed - are a dominant feature
of the style. Chimneys typically act as principle forms for the massing of the house. These are usually very massive, often
with plaster finish, simple detailing and chimney pots. There is a mix of exterior materials including stone, plaster and
brick. Pebble-dash plaster is characteristic of the Asheville area and was used on many of the Biltmore Estate’s build-
ings. The European Romantic Style include many Asheville typologies such as  Tudor Revival, Old English, and French
Cottage. The photographs on this page outline the characteristics of the European Romantic for The Ramble.

CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  TThhee  RRaammbbllee  EEuurrooppeeaann  RRoommaannttiicc  iinncclluuddee::

Massing - Typically an asymmetrical one and a half story massing type with steeply pitched gable-end formations

Proportion - Usually a horizontal proportion with broad expanses of wall with few window and door openings

Details - Simple detailing, columns and trim, minimal eaves, copper half-round gutter, decorative half-timbering

Materials - Natural stone, plaster stucco and brick. Pebble-dash treatment in stucco is unique to this area.

Window & Doors - Typically vertical, narrow windows and doors, lite patterns should reflect the proportion of the
house

Archi tectura l  S ty les :  
European Romantic

Architectural Styles of the Ramble Biltmore Forest
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S

T h e  R a m b l e  B i l t m o r e  F o r e s t 4D



SSiittee  SSppeecciiffiicc  IInnssppiirraattiioonnaall
This house type may be client and architect defined both in architectural expression
and landscape setting. This style represents a contemporary expression of classical and
vernacular architecture using ecologically responsible choice of materials and
responding to the specific site’s views, orientation, and landscape character. These
houses could be described as growing out of the site. The DRC strongly suggests
clients use an fully-licensed architect to achieve this type of design at The Ramble.

CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  SSiittee  SSppeecciiffiicc  IInnssppiirraattiioonnaall  iinncclluuddee::

Massing - Massing type is created from the site and its environmental features

Proportion - May vary from low, horizontal lines to vertical layering of spaces

Details - Un-adorned, clean and subtle detailing 

Materials - High-quality wood, metal and natural stone

Window & Doors - Varies in shape and configuration. High-quality wood or metal
materials. Windows have few if any divided lites. 

Archi tectura l  S ty les :  
Si te  Speci f ic  Inspi rat ional  

Architectural Styles of the Ramble Biltmore Forest
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 5D
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T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 6D

TThhee  RRaammbbllee  CCllaassssiiccaall
The Classical style for The Ramble is based on Federal and Classical Revival houses from the mid-19th century. The western
North Carolina region has significant examples of houses from this period as well as many houses that would be considered to
be Colonial Revival, an adaptation of Classical. The Ramble Classical style is characterized by its adherence to Palladian prin-
ciples, proportions, and symmetry. Classical homes are usually developed as simple, additive massing types with a dominant
center pavilion or Main Body, flanked by smaller side wings, rear wings, and pavilions.  Examples from this design period can
be found in Asher Benjamin's American Builder's Companion. The Ramble Classical is characterized by proper proportion of
windows, doors and porch elements and by well-detailed eaves and cornices. 

CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ooff  tthhee  CCllaassssiiccaall  GGeeoorrggiiaann  ssttyyllee  iinncclluuddee::

Massing - Emphasized main body with one-story side wings and porches added to make more complex shapes. Proportion -
Usually a horizontal proportion with a symmetrical composition of openings that are wide in proportion.  

Proportion - Simplified versions of Classical details and columns.  Often robust and exotic Classical orders, such as Ionic and
Corinthian, are used in the porch elements.  

Details - Simplified versions of Classical details and
columns.  Often robust and exotic Classical orders,
such as Ionic and Corinthian, are used in the porch
elements. 

Materials - Brick, stucco, and siding can be used.
Mixing materials is not typically associated with
this style.  One dominant material should be used
throughout the composition.

Window & Doors - Multi-pane windows that are
usually wide in proportion, with 6-over-6 or 9-over-
9 pane patterns.

Archi tectura l  S ty les :  
The Ramble  Class ical

Architectural Styles of the Ramble Biltmore Forest
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S
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Character is t ics  o f  a
Ramble  Home

Character is t ics  o f  a  Ramble  Home
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Each home in The Ramble Biltmore Forest
should be distinctive. The house should
respond to the unique site characteristics of
the individual lot as well as to the design
guidelines respecting one of the approved
architectural styles selected for The Ramble.
The image on this page illustrates key archi-
tectural characteristics and elements that rep-
resent a well designed home, meeting the
design requirements set forth in this docu-
ment.



BBuuiillddiinngg  HHeeiigghhtt

Height restrictions, other than those dictated by applicable building codes and regulations, shall be determined by lot loca-
tion, relationship to neighboring homes, and existing tree canopy.  Typically the peak of the roof should not exceed a line
that represents the average height of the existing tree canopy on the site.  In all cases, the highest roof peak must be below
the top of the existing tree canopy. For the number of allowable stories for homes in each neighborhood, consult the design
standards matrix. 

On ridgetop lots, maximum building height shall be as per the City of Asheville or Buncombe County. The intent is that
building roof forms will be fragmented, with foundations and roof lines stepped to follow existing slopes, and the roof lines
will be below the surrounding tree top levels when viewed from off site.

BBuuiillddiinngg  SSiizzee

For minimum and maximum net square footage ranges refer to the design standards matrix.  Net square footage is defined as
conditioned space; porches, garages, and other non conditioned areas outside the conditioned building envelope are exclud-
ed from the net square footage. Basements shall not be included in the net square footage. A basement is defined as having
100% of one wall and 50% of two side walls below grade as calculated from proposed grade to proposed first floor finished
floor. All size and massing of structures are subject to DRC approval. In cases of extreme slope, the DRC will consider relief
from the specific requirement of a basement definition on a case by case basis.

Building masses are to be composed of clusters of building forms fitted to the topography and natural surroundings, and res-
idential in scale. Building bulk is to be articulated into forms with dimensions that express interior spaces and/ or a group of
related rooms.

Buildings may have one detached accessory building (garage, guest house, storage building) provided maximum buildable
lot area is not exceeded.  Outbuildings may be connected to the main residence by a finished roof structure provided that the
connection is not enclosed and its floor is not more than 6 inches above grade.

Lots 1-25 are additionally required to be reviewed by the Town of Biltmore Forest Design Review Board. Refer to Lot Matrix
for specific lot requirements.

Bui lding Height  & Size

Archi tecture  o f  The Ramble  Bi l tmore  Forest
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 8D
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15’

Section through typical Mountain lots

Section through typical Woodland lot



Homes within The Ramble Biltmore Forest may begin with
simple massing forms that are enlarged and adapted to suit the
Owner’s needs as well as responding to the unique conditions of
the individual lot. Conceptual massing diagrams will aid in the
process of identifying key view corridors within the site and ideal
placement and orientation of the building. In some instances, the
lot will demand a narrower building footprint allowing for a side
entry at a formal garage court and porches that may now face the
street.

Massing Your  Ramble  Home

Massing & Form  
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 9D
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Diagram 1: Simple massing may be used as the base for each Ramble home. 

Diagram 2: Simple massings may be adapted to suit individual needs and site specific conditions.  Additions to the simple forms allow the Owner to capture the most favorable views within the site while preserving specimen
trees and existing vegetation.

Diagram 3: On narrow lots,  simple massings may be
reoriented to allow side entries at garage courts and
porches along the streets

Side Entry at
Garage Court

Front Porch
Facing Street



The diagrams at the left illustrate the concept of selecting
the right house to conform to the configuration of the lot and
its topography.  The diagrams illustrate, in both plan and
axonometric sketch, how the same house footprint can be
placed on a Terrace or narrow Hamlet lot and then rotated to
to be placed on a wider Hamlet or Woodland Preserve lot.  

On the far left, houses placed on Terrace or narrow Hamlet
lots should be narrower and deeper than their counterparts on
wider lots.  The plan also suggests that the driveway court is
located on the high side of the lot which would allow the
house to articulate with the grades on the northern and west-
ern sides of the lot. The front door and porch should face the
street.  Also note that the garage is placed to the rear of the
house making it less dominant from the street. 

To the left, the same house is rotated 90 degrees to conform to
a lot width more typical of wider Hamlet or Woodland
Preserve lots. It should be noted that the garage portion of the
house is recessed from the main body of the house and the
garage doors face the side yard. The front door becomes a
major focal point of the facade. Again, depending on each
lot’s unique topography, grades can be articulated at the
house along the northern and eastern facades.  Here the plan
indicates that the high point of the site is along the western
edge which allows for the garage and first floor to be at the
same level.

Se lect ing & P lacing 
Your  Home

The Right  House For  The Right  Lot
IN T R O D U C T I O N T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 10D
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(Setback line to property line)

Reforestation Zone

Lawns & Garden Areas

Enhancements of Woodland Edge
with new Understory Plantings

Plan of Narrow Lot Plan of Wide Lot

Axonometric Sketch of Narrow Lot Axonometric Sketch of Wide Lot

N N



After the massing of the Ramble home has been determined
and the house located on the lot, the exterior vocabulary of the
building should be developed. Homes at The Ramble Biltmore
Forest should employ a coherent architectural vocabulary
based on architectural styles seen throughout the region (refer
to the Design Guidelines definition of appropriate architectur-
al styles.)  Fine detailing of eaves, chimneys, porches, windows
and doors, as well as the use of rich natural materials on exte-
rior facades will be of particular importance in the design
process.

The sketches to the left and the precedent photos and
sketches on the following pages will aid in defining what is
appropriate for homes in The Ramble Biltmore Forest.

The Ramble  Vocabulary

Detai l ing  
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 11D
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The above sketches illustrate acceptable eave detailing for Ramble homes.

These partial section/ elevations illustrate typical profiles and exterior material combinations deemed suitable for
Ramble homes.

Ramble homes should employ rich detailing on all
exterior facades.  In particular, use of a strong vocabu-
lary at porches will enhance the overall character of
the home.

Sketch of possible mountain shingle style home.
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GGaarraaggeess

The following are permitted for garages:

1. Garages can be built as accessory structures (detached.), as long as they are physically
connected to the main body of the house with features such as a breezeway, landscape
walls, etc.  
2. All garage structures must have single car width garage doors. The clear width of a
garage door may not exceed 10’. Double-wide garage doors are not permissible. 
3. Story and half garages which allow for storage or living space above will be allowed
provided the design compliments the main building and follows similar guidelines. 
4. Carports are acceptable provided the design complies with the architectural guidelines
regarding materials, composition and details.
5. Garages and carports may be connected to the main house provided they are integral
to the design.
6. Garage doors which face directly onto a neighbor’s property must be screened by veg-
etation or other appropriate means.
7. Garage doors should not face the street, unless approved in writing by the DRC. If
garage doors face the street, they must be setback from the front facade of the house a
minimum of 8’.
8. Driveways and guest parking areas should be carefully constructed to avoid removing
significant trees in the front yard zone. Private drives and parking pads can be paved in
exposed aggregate concrete, brick, stone pavers, or gravel.  Tire strips, in lieu of fully
paved driveways, are encouraged for drives entering off of streets.  Pavement aprons
should be uniform in materials, the use of stone pavers are recommended. 
9. For specific lot requirements, refer to the Design Guidelines Matrix (F2)
10.  Due to unique site conditions and different views of each lot, the pavement of each
auto courts at all garages will be reviewed on a case by case basis by the DRC.

Garages  & Driveways

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 12D



Parking court 

screened by walls

These axonometrics illustrate acceptable garage and driveway configu-
rations for larger Hamlet, Woodland Preserve, and Mountain Lots.

Garages  & Driveways :  Layouts

Larger  Hamlet ,  Woodland,  & Mountain Lots
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 13D
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Parking court 

screened by walls

Image A: Parking court at side of house

Image E: Front loaded garage at
Woodland Preserve, Mountain Estate, or
Hamlet Lot

Image C:  Parking court and garages 
to rear of house

Image D: Parking court and garages
to side of the house

Parking court 

screened by walls

Parking court 

screened by walls

Image B: Parking court and garages
to rear of the house

Image F: Front loaded garage at
Mountain Estate Lot with minimal 
setback

Garage setback from

front facade of house



Smal le r  Hamlet  & Ter race  Lots
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Image A: Parking behind main body of house Image B: Option with porte-cochere and garage behind 
main body of house

Image C:  Parking court and garage 
at front of house

These axonometrics illustrate acceptable garage and driveway configu-
rations for smaller Hamlet and Terrace Lots.

Garages  & Driveways :  Layouts
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GGaarrddeenn  wwaallllss

The following are permitted for garden walls and fences:
1. Wood with painted or opaque stain finish, good side out
2. Brick (color to be approved) or cement based stucco with painted or oyster shell finish
3. Concrete block with stucco finish painted in approved color
4. Metal with painted finish
5. Natural or cast stone for caps and plinths

Notes: 
No chain link, plastic mesh, or wire fences permitted, except for temporary structures. Perimeter screens or privacy fencing or
walls are prohibited, except as described for garages and driveways of smaller Hamlet and Terrace Lots.
See landscaping guidelines for additional information on fencing

FFoouunnddaattiioonn  aanndd  eexxtteerriioorr  wwaallllss

The following are permitted for exposed foundations and ground floor piers:
1.  Brick veneer on concrete block
2.  Traditional cement based stucco applied to concrete block, smooth, textured or scored, painted in approved color
3.  Native field stone
4.  No concrete block or unfinished materials may be exposed

The following are permitted for cladding exterior walls:
1. Wood (board and batten, shingle/ shake, or lap siding)
2. Traditional cement based stucco-  (Hand applied with steel trowel to brick, concrete block or wood frame; smooth,
textured or scored and painted in approved color)
3. Brick (Approved color)
4. Stone (Natural material in an approved color and shape and laid to have a structural appearance. A dry laid 
appearance is preferred. Tall walls and piers should be battered at their base and incorporate a mix of sizes and shapes.
Vertical joints should be interrupted frequently. Vertical stones should be kept to a minimum. Mosaic patterns should
not be used.) Stone is to be coursed into one of several approved types of rubble patterns including rough, coursed,
or traditional squared stone
5. Cementitious siding

Exter ior  Wal ls

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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Stone- coursed

Precedent photos showing exterior use of lap siding, shingle siding, stucco, brick and combinations of these materials.

Stone- coursed
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RRooooffss

The following are permitted for roofs:
1. 50 year or better architectural shingles, wood shingles or shakes, natural slate, flat or half round terracotta
tiles, and standing seam metal are appropriate roof materials
2. Roof flashing must be copper or pre-finished aluminum; no unfinished metal may be visible
3. Roofs shall be gabled or hipped with slopes not less than 6:12. Slopes should be consistent within the 
structure. Porches and sheds may have a minimum of 4:12 slope provided they maintain the overall 
character of the house.
4.  Pork chop gable end details are unacceptable.

GGuutttteerrss  &&  DDoowwnnssppoouuttss

The following are permitted for downspouts and gutters:
1. Half round profile for hung gutters up to 6”
2. Concealed gutters, visible flashing and drip edges to be metal (to match roof, or trim in color).
3. Solid wood gutters integrated into boxed eaves
4. Rectangular or circular downspouts, smooth
5. Leader boxes, ornamental or plain
6. Copper, lead-coated copper, lead or aluminum (painted) for hung gutters, downspouts, and leaderboxes.

Roofs ,  Eaves ,  & Gutters

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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MMaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  mmeetthhooddss

The following are permitted for solid/ glazed storm screen doors:
1. Solid wood frames, sills and trim; solid or veneer wood doors
2. Aluminum clad doors, except at front door, which is to be of wood
3. Sliding glass doors are not acceptable

The following are permitted for windows, shutters, and storm/ screen sash:
1. Solid wood frames, sills, sash, and trim
2. Aluminum clad windows
3. Wood, aluminum, or PVC  painted shutters. (All shutters must be operable)
4. True divided or simulated divided lites (no snap in or removable muntins)
5. Sills with a minimum of 1” projection from face of a casing
6. Wood, stone, stucco, or brick sills
7. Shutters must have fully mounted hardware, should be operable and made of wood, aluminum or PVC.
8. Sliders and jalousies are not permitted.
9. The architect is responsible for meeting all building codes in the design of doors and windows.

CCoommppoossiittiioonn  aanndd  ddeettaaiillss

The following guidelines pertain to composition and details:
1. Vertically proportioned openings for individual doors , windows, and sidelights
2. Vertically proportioned lites in glazed doors and windows
3. Transoms equal in width to door or window below them
4. Paneled, glazed, screened and/or boarded doors: no flush exterior doors
5. Paneled, louvered, or boarded shutters. Shutters must fit the window or door they are intended to frame 

Exter ior  Doors  & Windows

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 17D

Photo Courtesy of Bill Ingram Architect
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Exter ior  Doors  & Windows

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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Various classically styled windows and surrounds Various windows and surrounds found in local vernacular architecture

Various doors and surrounds found in local vernacular architecture
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The following are permitted for posts, piers and columns:
1. Wood
2. Concrete or concrete block with stucco in smooth or textured finish
3. Brick, natural color, whitewashed, stuccoed or painted finish
4. Fiberglass columns by approved manufacturers (Hartman Sanders, Melton Classics, Somerset, and Schwerd)
5. Natural or cast stone, and traditional stucco capitals, bases and plinths
6. Aluminum (painted) for bases
7. Composition and exterior grade plaster for ornamental classic capitals

Posts ,  P ie rs  & Columns

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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The following are permitted for porches, verandas, balconies, and railings:
1. Wood for all components
2. Brick, terracotta, or stone for paving
3. Metal with painted finish for railings, brackets and ornamental features; may be used as decking on suspended 
balconies
4. Wood screen sash
5. Concrete landing allowed for side entries on non-corner lots
6. The area (18” or higher) beneath the floor of any porch facing a front or side yard shall be enclosed by walls or
masonry piers with lattice infill in a vertical/ horizontal direction. Lattice shalle be made from 3/4” or 
thicker material.

Porches ,  Verandas ,  Balconies ,  and Rai l ings
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The following are permitted for exterior steps and paving:
1. Wood
2. Brick
3. Stucco 
4. Stone or cast stone
5. Terracotta

Note: See landscape guidelines for additional information

Exter ior  Steps  and Paving

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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Chimney dimensions shall be compatible in scale to the home and be composed of the following:
1. Where visible on the exterior, stone, brick, or cement based stucco facing.
2. Lead coated copper or cement wash coping
3. Clay tile flues 
4. Exposed metal flues on roofs are not permitted.

Chimneys

Awnings must be appropriate to the design of the house and in compatible colors.
1. Material must be cloth or canvas. 
2. Rigid aluminum awnings are not allowed. 

Awnings  and Canopies
The following are permitted for exterior hardware:

1. Where visible from the street , public amenity or other common thoroughfare, solid brass, bronze or blackened cast
or wrought iron hardware executed in aluminum or mild steel.

Exter ior  Hardware
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Column venting:
1. Exterior columns which must be vented, shall be vented through a space between the bottom of the base 
moulding and the top of the plinth, typically columns are lifted up on 1/4” round metal pads to create the required 
air space.
2. Columns may be vented up through openings in the porch below.
3. Vent slots cut in the plinth and midget louvers installed in the column shaft are not permitted.

Basement venting:
1. Basement and crawl spaces may be vented by wood lattice panels, painted wood louvers, brick vents, ornamental
grilles or through skirt boards set with gaps in between.

Roof and eaves venting:
1. Roof and attic spaces may be vented through louvered cupolas and dormers, gable end vents, frieze grilles and
louvers, porch ceilings, eaves, and continuous slot vents.
2. Self-venting soffit materials and imitation wood soffits are not permitted.

Column,  Basement ,  and Roof  Venting

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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1. Glazed and/ or louvered cupolas, lanterns, and monitors are permitted.
2. No skylights (glazing parallel to the roof pitch), vent stacks, exhaust fans, vents, or boiler flues where visible from
a street, public amenity or other common thoroughfare.
3. Vent stacks, exhaust fans, vents and boiler flues must be located to the side or rear of the house and painted to 
match the roof color.
4. Integrating mechanical devices into architectural features is encouraged.

Cupolas ,  Lanterns ,  Monitors ,  Skyl ights ,  
and Other  Roof  Penet rat ions

1. All exterior colors must be approved by the Design Review Committee.
2. Exterior colors are generally low intensity and complimentary to the roofing color. 
3. Traditional colors for metal roofs on classically styled homes include green, deep brown and grey. Roofs on 
vernacular homes should be a dark or neutral color to blend into the wooded environment.
4. Garage doors should be painted the color of the trim or the main body of the house in order to help the door blend
into the house wall.
5. Colors for all houses, outbuildings, trim, roof materials, screens, and fences are to be shown on a sample board 
constructed of samples of the actual materials to be used and are to be submitted to the DRC for approval.

Exter ior  Colors
1. All exterior equipment (including air conditioning compressors, utility meters, sports equipment, satellite dishes 
and well pumps) may not be visible from a street, public amenity, or other common thoroughfare.
2. The use of solar devices are subject to DRC approval, but in all cases must be removed from view from the street, 
adjacent properties, or common areas.
3. Where visible from another property, trash receptacles, mechanical equipment, storage tanks, and other devices 
must be screened with approved service enclosures.

Mechanical ,  E lect r ica l ,  and Other  Equipment
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1. All signs are prohibited unless approved by the DRC
2. The permitted construction sign must be approved by the DRC
3. Flags of a derogatory nature are not permitted
4. All flags must be mounted to an appropriate flag stanchion adhered to an exterior element of the house and may
not be free standing

Signage and Lot  Veri f icat ions

Mater ia ls ,  Composi t ion,  & Detai l s
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All nameplates, newspaper boxes, address placards, etc. are to be approved by the DRC
Mailboxes and newspaper boxes will be governed and approved by the DRC.

Mai lboxes ,  Newspaper  Boxes ,  and Nameplates

Screen enclosures are not allowed unless they are connected to the home and fit within the outline of the home’s
main roofline. Screen must be dark or bronze in color.

Sc reen Enclosures



Accessory structures include all structures on a lot exclusive
of the primary residence, such as guest houses, greenhouses,
gazebos, trellises, playhouses, detached garages, and pool
cabanas.  Outdoor features include playground equipment.

Accessory structures are subject to review by the DRC.
Aluminum screen rooms and metal storage sheds are
expressly prohibited.

As far as possible, accessory structures are to match the
architectural style and appearance of the primary building.

Accessory structures shall not be located in the front yard of
any lot.

Accessory structures shall not exceed 30’ in height

The sum of all accessory structures on a lot shall not exceed
1,200 SF in footprint size.

Accessory structures shall not be located on lots of less than
1/3 acre.

Auxi l ia ry  Bui ldings  &
Outdoor  features

Auxi l ia ry  Bui ldings  & Outdoor  Features
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 23D
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Individual swimming pools and associated amenities
at The Ramble must be in-ground and are subject to
site review by the DRC. Pools should be designed as
an integral part of a terrace in which the use of stone
pavers are recommended.  Terraces can also be paved in
brick, stone or concrete with decorative accents.

Pool fencing

Pool fencing must be a minimum of 4’ in height. The fence
must be screened with approved landscaping.

Pool Cabanas

Pool cabanas are permitted only with DRC approval and
must be placed within the setbacks of the homesite.

Pool Equipment

All pool equipment, including hot tubs,  must be located in
the rear or side yards in locations which minimize noise to
adjacent lots. Equipment must be appropriately screened.

Swimming Pools

Swimming Pools
AR C H I T E C T U R A L GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 24D
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PPuurrcchhaassiinngg  ooff  PPllaannss::

Owners who decide to purchase pre-designed architectural plans or “produc-
tion/stock plans” for their new home in the Ramble should be aware of the fol-
lowing:

1. The approval process does not recognize an expedited process or short cuts
for production plans.  From the DRC’s perspective the process will be identical
to that of hiring an architect to produce a custom design.

2. The preliminary review will only reference those drawings listed in the
timeline that apply. If a complete set of construction documents is submitted in
the preliminary review stage, only those items in the set that apply to that
phase will be reviewed, not the entire set and all of its accompanying details.  

3. The owner should have the capacity or resources available to make modifi-
cations to the drawings based on design comments by the DRC.  Very few pro-
duction drawing sets will be approved without comments or required modifica-
tions.  It is important that the owner has someone with the skills to interpret the
commentary and provide the modifications to the drawings.  

4. Beware of the “Don’t List”.  Production plans often have details that are
very standardized for the sake of selling those plans across multiple markets.
The Ramble is attempting to create a regionally specific character that is dis-
tinct from national markets.  Drawing sets should be reviewed for those details
that don’t comply with the guidelines and corrected before the submission.
Plans that have not been reviewed by the owner or their representative contain-
ing multiple and obvious non-conformities will be returned without comment
and/or approval and will have to be resubmitted. 

5. It is strongly advised that the owner participate in the pre-design site walk
and orientation before deciding what plans to purchase.  

Pu rchased P lans

Purchased P lans
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Example of an Acceptable Plan and Elevation

Example of an Unacceptable Plan and Elevation. This type of house will not be approved 
by the DRC.
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The natural beauty and historical significance of The Ramble Biltmore
Forest will be preserved and enhanced by each resident.  Landscape
improvements for each private residence shall uphold the principles of
preservation of existing vegetation, the enhancement of native habitats,
and the use of indigenous plant materials.  Mature trees, and major stands
of hardwoods shall be preserved.  Where the existing vegetation is
removed, reforestation will be required.

This landscape guidelines section illustrates key elements and design
strategies for private lots. Plantings will respond to the character of the site
by integrating native plants in streetscapes and woodland areas of the site.
The use of ornamental planting in private garden areas is encouraged. 

This section begins with planting requirements for individual lots. General
guidelines and strategies for landscape enhancements are then discussed.
The section ends with details for lighting, walls, piers, fences, and other
garden elements that may be used to enhance individual lots.

Landscape plans are to be submitted to the DRC by a registered landscape
architect or horticulturalist in garden design.

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  gguuiiddeelliinneess  aappppllyy  ttoo  aallll  llaannddssccaappee  zzoonneess::

~ New trees and shrub plantings shall be a variety of sizes that will blend
naturally into the existing landscape:
~ DDeecciidduuoouuss  ttrreeeess - 50% of the mix, 2” caliper minimum; 50% of the mix, 3”
caliper or larger (minimum)
~ EEvveerrggrreeeenn  ttrreeeess - 50% of the mix, 8’-10’ height minimum; 50% of the mix,
12’-14’ height or larger (minimum)
~ SShhrruubbss - 50% of the mix, 3 gallon containers minimum; 50% of the mix, 5
gallon containers
~The use of large specimen trees is preferred in areas close to the house to
help blend the building with the site.
~ Areas disturbed during construction, not including outdoor paved ter-
races, are to be revegetated with indigenous trees to blend with the sur-

Landscape Guidel ines

In t roduct ion to Landscape Guidel ines   
LA N D S C A P E GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 2E
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rounding forest.  Understory plantings should also replicate native plant-
ings and be used to revegetate disturbed areas. Areas within the homesite,
visible from off the lot should be replanted as well.
~ The use of ornamental, non-native plant material should be limited to
areas adjacent to the house and/or appear to be extensions of the surround-
ing landscape zones.
~ Driveways and roads should be buffered with large transplanted material
or nursery stock material.
~ New landscape plantings should extend existing tree masses and plant-
ings around buildings and outdoor improvements.

TTrreeee  RReemmoovvaall  aanndd  SSeelleeccttiivvee  TThhiinnnniinngg

Removal of trees on lots is to be avoided wherever possible.  The DRC may
approve tree removal and/or selective tree thinning within the designated
building setback. The DRC may also approve tree removal and/ or thinning
outside the designated building setback for view corridors provided it does
not increase the visual impact on the adjacent lots or significantly increase
the off-site visibility of the house.  Unauthorized removal or cutting of
trees is subject to fines.

DDrriivveewwaayyss

Driveways shall be a maximum of 12’ wide, usually laid out diagonal to the
existing contours, with a total envelope of 25’ wide for clearing to either
side of the driveway. Parking and turn around areas must be located within
the building setback lines. The driveway-garage layout should minimize
visibility of the garage doors/ parking area from the street or adjacent lots.
Approval by the DRC for material and color of the driveway is required
prior to construction. Refer to the architectural guidelines for additional
information on driveways.  

PPaatthhss,,  OOuuttddoooorr  SSttaaiirrss,,  aanndd  TTeerrrraacceess

Paths, outdoor stairs, and terraces are to be designed to blend with the nat-
ural topography and vegetation, and with retaining walls, fences, or build-
ing foundations. Materials will be stone, crushed stone or gravel, and/ or
wood, as approved by the DRC. 

SSiittee  UUttiilliittiieess

All site utilities are to be installed underground on alignments that mini-
mize grading, tree cutting, and other disruption to the site. Utility boxes,
including any meters, are to be located and/or screened to be not visible
from off-site.

SSiittee  LLiigghhttiinngg

Designs for all exterior lighting must be submitted to the DRC for approval.
Submissions should include fixture cut sheets with wattages and lamps
specified, and with dimming intentions for higher wattages where indicat-
ed.

Exterior lighting is discouraged within setback areas except at driveway
entries. 



3 /2 7 /0 6

Terrace  & Hamlet  Lot  Landscaping 
LA N D S C A P E GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3E

Landscaping for Terrace and Hamlet Lots is limited to the Building Zone.  The Rear and Side Yard forest
outside the Building Zone must be completely preserved.  The side and rear areas of the house disturbed
during construction of the home or installation of utility easements are to be planted using the
Reforestation plant palette. The Front Yard can be planted using the Ornamental plant palette.  The
Transitional Zone from the house to the street should be supplemented with masses of understory shrubs
and trees planted amongst the existing canopy trees to create a uniform appearance.

Terrace Lots

Building Zone

Ornamental Planting

Transition Planting

Hamlet Lots 

The specific planting requirements for FRONT-LOADED NEIGHBORHOOD LOTS is identical to Hamlet Lots with the exception of
garage screening.  Garages that face adjacent lots must be screened from view with privacy fences, hedges, or mass plantings
of understory shrubs.  The disturbance area to construct Front-Loaded smaller Hamlet or Terrace Lots can not exceed 130’
from the front property line in order to protect existing vegetation in the Rear Yard.

All measures must be taken to preserve existing vegetation in the Front and Side Yard of all neighborhood lots.



Woodland Preserve  Lot  Landscaping 
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Landscaping for Woodland Preserve Lots is limited to the Building and Driveway Zones that were dis-
turbed during construction.  The Rear and Side Yard forest outside the Building Zone must be completely
preserved.  Refer to the Landscape Amenity Construction diagram in the General Lot Principles for the
location of Reforested, Ornamental and Transitional planting zones.  The appropriate plant palettes must
be used for revegetation of the corresponding areas.

Woodland Preserve Lots

Building Zone

Driveway Zone

Reforestation

Ornamental Planting

Transition Planting

Undisturbed wood-
land vegetation

Building Zone/ Area
of Disturbance
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Landscaping for Mountain Estate Lots is limited to the Building Zone.  The Rear and Side Yard forest
outside the Building Zone must be completely preserved.  The side and rear areas of the house disturbed
during construction are to be planted using the Reforestation plant palette and the Front Yard can be
planted using the Ornamental plant palette.  The Transitional Zone from the house to the street should
be supplemented with masses of understory shrubs and trees planted amongst the existing canopy trees
to create a uniform appearance.

Mountain Estate Lots

Building Zone
Reforestation

Ornamental Planting Transition Planting

Undisturbed wood-
land vegetation

Building Zone/ Area
of Disturbance
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DDrriivveewwaayy  PPaavveemmeenntt  SSuurrffaacceess
Driveways will be aligned with the contours and minimize site disturbance by the use of
walls or planted slopes.  All paving surfaces shall be limited to 12 feet in width and use
materials that will soften there visual impact.  These materials will be gravel, bituminous
paving, brick or stone pavers, or exposed aggregate concrete.  Pavement aprons between
the street and driveways are to be block stone or stone.

WWaallllss,,  PPiieerrss  aanndd  SStteeppss
Walls and steps outside the building pad shall be stone.  Walls and steps within the
building pad can be stone or match the material used to construct the house.

SSiiddeewwaallkk  aanndd  TTeerrrraaccee  PPaavviinngg
Sidewalks, entry terraces and rear patios should be constructed of brick, stone or concrete
with decorative edges.

Brick Walk Concrete or Gravel Walk with Brick Edge Stone Walk

Section Ledgerock Pattern Drystack Pattern

Stone Wall Options

Brick Wall Options

Section Running Bond with
Square Stone Cap

Running Bond with Brick
Shaped Cap and Water Course

Typical Wall and Pier Combination Ledgerock Section

Photo showing stone steps, provided by Biltmore Company®
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LLiigghhttiinngg
Lighting of private lots shall be the minimum required to provide an adequate
level of safety.  Size, scale and materials for lighting fixtures shall be compatible
with the architecture of the house.  These include post lights, indirect lighting
for landscape materials, or wall and pier lights.  For areas outside the building
envelope, lighting will be integrated into walls and piers. Exterior lighting must
use “Dark Sky” lights, meaning that light may not be “broadcast” up to the sky or
across long open areas including driveways. 

High pressure sodium bulbs with yellow light, mercury vapor with green light, or
high wattage metal halide and fluorescent bulbs are not permitted for exterior
lighting. Halogen bulbs with white lights are encouraged.

IIrrrriiggaattiioonn
All landscaped areas in the private garden zones should be fully irrigated.  

SSccrreeeenniinngg
All air conditioning units and other mechanical equipment shall be screened
from public view with shrubs, hedges, walls, fences, or a combination of these.
Ancillary structures, such as trash enclosures are to be integrated into the land-
scape as much as possible and screened from public view using similar methods.

MMaaiinntteennaannccee
Ease of maintenance and material longevity must be considered when develop-
ing landscape plans for individual lots.  Landscape materials must look attractive
when initially installed as well as in the future.  Proper maintenance practices
include adequate watering, weeding, fertilizing, edging, pruning, pest control
and removal of diseased, dead or damaged material.  Clues can be taken from the
natural environment for issues of plant selection, hardiness and drainage.

Light Integrated into Stone PierLights for Private Zone

Wood Trellis and
Stone Wall Combination

Photo showing trellis at Biltmore Estate®



Speci f ic  Landscape Elements

E lements  for  Select  Lots
LA N D S C A P E GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 8E

3 /2 7 /0 6

Front Yard Wall

Front Yard Fence

Sidewalk

Optional Hedge

Required evergreen
background planting

Sidewalk

12”

12”

The landscape elements for the select Hamlet and Terrace lots will reflect the best
precedents from Asheville’s finest neighborhoods.  The homes will be placed
closer to the street and will have an intimate front yard to public street relation-
ship.  Therefore, the edge condition at the front property line should be articulat-
ed in such a way to clearly define public and private spaces.  The use of fences,
planted banks and walls should be used.  The use of walls will allow grade
changes to preserve existing trees and reduce site disturbance.

Walls and Piers at the Property Edge
Walls and piers, should conform to the historic precedents found elsewhere in
Asheville.  The use of stone is recommended.

Fences at the Property Edge
The use of fences at the street edge should be of uniform character and reflect the
architectural setting of the house.  Fencing is intended to be used primarily on
corner lots in the front and side yard.  Front and side yard fences shall be a trans-
parent style with pickets with the maximum height of 36 inches.  Front yard
fences shall be located 12 inches from the adjacent sidewalk or property line,
where applicable, and an evergreen groundcover planted in between.  Picket
fences, ornamental iron fences or a combination of walls and fences should be
considered.

Illustrations showing wall, pier and fence types appear on the following page.

Required evergreen
background planting
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Walls, Piers and Steps

Aside from the stone walls at the edges of properties, the use of walls within the
private spaces of the lot are appropriate to accommodate changes in grade or cre-
ate privacy.  Here the walls can match the architectural character of the house.
Steps should conform to other paving types used on the lot, as well as reflect the
character of the walls.  Walls used for privacy screen should not exceed 48 inches.

Fences

In addition to the Ramble Community Association deer fence at the edge of the
property and the entrance gate fence, additional fencing for privacy may be
desired in the private zones.  Here, fences can be opaque to a height of 48 inch-
es with 24 inches of transparent fencing (lattice above).  The privacy fences can
be constructed only within the private zone of the house lot.

Flat Picket Fence Square Picket Fence

Simple Iron Fence Ornate Iron Fence

Privacy Fence

Section Ledgerock Pattern Drystack Pattern

Section
Running Bond with
Square Stone Cap

Running Bond with Brick
Shaped Cap and Water Course

Stone Wall Options

Brick Wall Options

Wall and Fence Combinations
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These photographs illustrate how details have been handled in the landscape
and apply to lots in The Ramble.  

The use of gravel walkways with brick edges, or simple gravel paths leading
into the woodlands are typical precedents in the area.  Other paving material
such as brick, stone and decorative tiles will give character and charm to gar-
dens on individual lots.

It is important that elements adjacent to public right-of-ways and streets be of
durable, natural elements that give an image of quality and timelessness.

The use of random cut stone for walls, or rubble stone for landscape edges will
enhance the natural landscape setting.

Private drives and parking pads can be paved in asphalt, brick or stone pavers,
exposed aggregate concrete, or gravel.  Tire strips, in lieu of fully paved drive-
ways, are encouraged for drives entering off of streets.  Pavement aprons should
be uniform in materials, the use of stone pavers are recommended.  Private walk-
ways can be paved in brick, stone or concrete with decorative accents.

All materials are subject to approval by the DRC.
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These photographs illustrate how private space gardens can be designed.  

Garden design can range from naturalistic landscape plantings, stone pavers and
wooden bridges leading into the landscape to more formal, traditional gardens
that reflect the owner’s taste and desires.  The use of landscape furnishings such
as benches, fountains, planters, and trellises should be consistent with the archi-
tectural character of the house.

These gardens are limited to the private zones of the lot.
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CANOPY TREES:

American Beech - Fagus grandifolia

Sugar Maple - Acer saccharum

White Ash - Fraxinus americana

London Planetree - Platanus acerifolia

Black Tupelo - Nyssa sylvatica

Sweetbay Magnolia - Magnolia virginiana

White Oak - Quercus alba

Shagbark Hickory - Carya ovata

Eastern Hemlock - Tsuga canadensis

Fruitless Sweetgum - Liquidambar styraciflua 

‘Rotundilaba’

Norway Spruce - Picea Abies

CANOPY TREES:

Red Maple - Acer rubrum

Red Oak - Quercus rubra

White Ash - Fraxinus americana

Tulip Poplar - Liriodendron tulipifera

Black Gum - Nyssa sylvatica

Mockernut Hickory - Carya tomentosa

White Pine - Pinus strobus

UNDERSTORY TREES:

Flowering Dogwood - Cornus florida

Witch-hazel - Hamamelis virginiana

Sourwood - Oxydendron arboreum

Eastern Redbud - Cercis canadensis

Sassafras - Sassafras albidum

UNDERSTORY SHRUBS

Mountain Lauel - Kalmia latifolia

Smooth Hydrangea - Hydrangea arborescens

Sweetshrub - Calycanthus floridus

Rosebay Rhododendron - Rhododendron maximum

HERBACEOUS:

Virginia Creeper - Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Aster - Aster divaricatus

Blueberry - Vaccinium arboreum

UNDERSTORY TREES:

Carolina Silverbell - Halesia carolina

Sourwood - Oxydendron arboreum

Eastern Redbud - Cercis canadensis

Serviceberry - Amelanchier arborea

Sweetbay Magnolia - Magnolia virginiana

White Fringetree - Chionanthus Virginicus

UNDERSTORY SHRUBS

Mountain Lauel - Kalmia latifolia

Spicebush - Lindera benzoin

Sweetshrub - Calycanthus floridus

Catawba Rhododendron - Rhododendron

catawbiense

Oakleaf Hydrangea - Hydrangea quercifolia

HEDGE:

Inkberry Holly - Ilex glabra

Common Boxwood - Buxus sempervirens

Greenleaf Holly - Ilex opaca ‘Greenleaf ’

GROUNDCOVERS:

Wintergreen - Gaultheria procumbens

Virginia Creeper - Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Christmas Fern - Polystichum acrostichoides

Partridgeberry - Mitchella repans

PERENNIALS / WILDFLOWERS:

Bloodroot - Sanguinaria canadensis

Duchman’s Breeches - Dicentra cucullaria

Wood Anemone - Anemone quinquefolia

The reforestation plant palette is a representa-

tive cross section of the vegetation that could be

found in almost any of the conditions that exist

within The Ramble. This list is not intended to

be a comprehensive plant list of the entire site,

only a partial guide to paint an approximate pic-

ture of the variety of plant species existing in

this community. Upon beginning any reforesta-

tion effort within any property owner’s lot, a

tree survey must be completed to be certain the

plant variety being replaced is one that is

indigenous to the site. Replanting will follow a

prescribed formula based on the survey. This

formula will ensure that the correct percentages

of plant species are used to repopulate the for-

est.

Reforestation Plant Palette
There will be a small amount of artistic license used

when studying the ornamental plant list. There are

going to be plants that are not native, but the areas

where this vegetation will be planted is a very small,

confined area, mainly private gardens. The suggested

plant list below uses non-invasive species that are sensi-

tive to the surrounding forest community.

Ornamental Plant Palette

Note:

Refer to Section F for an extended plant list that

includes additional native plants and prohibited plants.
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Lot Types Maximum Lot 
Coverage

Minimum Setback

Front Side Rear

Minimum House SqFt

Main House Out-
buildings

Max #
Out-

Buildings

Max #
of Full
Stories 

Remarks/ Special Conditions

Terrace Lots

Hamlet Lots

Woodland Lots
(Lots 26 and up)

Mountain 
Estate Lots

25’ 25’

35’ 25’

35’ 25’

35’ 25’

Biltmore Forest
Woodland Lots

Refer to City of Asheville Code RS-4 Section
7-8-3, Suppl No. 9

Refer to City of Asheville Code RS-2 Section
7-8-2, Suppl No. 9

Refer to City of Asheville Code RS-2 Section
7-8-2, Suppl No. 9

Refer to City of Asheville Code RS-2 Section
7-8-2, Suppl No. 9

Lots  1-25 are in Town of Biltmore Forest and zoned R-3, Refer to Town of Biltmore Forest CCuurrrreenntt Subdivision Regulations & additional guidelines

2,000 SqFt
( 1,750 sqft main
level if 2 story)

2,500 SqFt
( 1,750 sqft main
level if 2 story)

2,500 SqFt
( 2,000 sqft main
level if 2 story)

2,500 SqFt

Notes:
1. Areas between property lines and setback lines are not to be cleared without approval of the DRC.
2. Clearing of the front setback for the driveway access is permitted. However, parking areas are not allowed in the setback lines.
No clearing is allowed in the side setback lines without approval of the DRC.
3. The house must fit within the building envelope without encroaching into the setback lines.
4. Maximum lot coverage (buildings and hardscape) for areas within the setback lines
5. All setbacks are from the property line except for Lots 1-25 which are in the Town of Biltmore Forest and the front setback is 
measured from the edge of the paved street
6. Maximum number of full stories excluding basements
7. Homeowners are permitted to selectively clear an additional 25% of their property for lawn and garden areas. These areas must 
be shown on submitted landscape plans and approved by the DRC.

500’

500’

500’

1,000’

1

1

1

1 2

2

2

2

Future 
definition
pending

60%

50%

40%

10’

20’

20’

20’



AA  hheeaalltthhyy  hhoommee  ffoorr  yyoouu  aanndd  tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt

All homes at The Ramble should be built to the standards of the NC HealthyBuilt Homes program.  HealthyBuilt Homes is
a building program that serves as an outline for healthy, comfortable homes, which reduce energy costs and protect the envi-
ronment. The NC HealthyBuilt Homes Program provides a points rating and certification system for homes meeting envi-
ronmental standards.  Certified NC HealthyBuilt Homes have lower utility costs, lower maintenance requirements, lower risk
of mold growth, and performance testing by third party verification to ensure a quality home.   NC HealthyBuilt homes is
an Energy Star partner, and expands the program beyond energy efficiency.  The Ramble Biltmore Forest provides assistance
for participating in this program.  Please consult The Ramble community website for the current assistance program.

NNCC  HHeeaalltthhyyBBuuiilltt  HHoommeess  eennccoommppaassss  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ooff  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ddeessiiggnn  aanndd  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  iinncclluuddiinngg::
--  SSiittee  aanndd  LLaannddssccaappee:: a healthy and beautiful yard by using thoughtful plantings and tree protection
--  WWaatteerr  EEffffiicciieennccyy:: lower water bills by using high efficiency irrigation and plumbing fixtures
--  BBuuiillddiinngg  EEnnvveellooppee:: lower utility bills by using high efficiency windows and insulation
--  HHeeaattiinngg  aanndd  CCoooolliinngg  SSyysstteemmss:: higher comfort level with efficient equipment and non-leaking duct work
--  IInnddoooorr  AAiirr  QQuuaalliittyy:: a healthy interior with non-toxic finishes and moisture control minimizing mold
--  MMaatteerriiaallss:: a low maintenance home using durable, and environmentally sensitive materials

HHoommee  OOwwnneerr  BBeenneeffiittss::
--  LLoowweerr  EEnneerrggyy  BBiillllss:: through energy efficient lighting, heating and air conditioning, and appliances
--  DDiissccoouunntt  ffrroomm  PPrrooggrreessss  EEnneerrggyy:: receive a 5% discount on electric bills for the life of the building
--  HHeeaalltthhiieerr  aanndd  CCoommffoorrttaabbllee  IInnddoooorr  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt:: consistent temperatures and lower risk of mold growth
--  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  RReeppoorrtt:: third party verification quantifying the home's overall energy score, annual energy cost savings, 

and pollution prevention.
--  RReedduucceedd  aaiirr  ppoolllluuttiioonn through energy efficiency
--  FFiinnaanncciiaall  IInncceennttiivveess:: potential state and federal tax credits for renewable energy and energy efficiency

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  ttoo  rreeggiisstteerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNCC  HHeeaalltthhyyBBuuiilltt  HHoommeess  pprrooggrraamm  ccoonnttaacctt::

T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 3F

NC Heal thyBui l t  Home Programs

Sustainable  and Green Bui lding Guidel ines
DE S I G N GU I D E L I N E S
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Green building in Western North Carolina

Energy Star home that utilizes certified wood and salvaged materials

MMaatttt  SSiieeggeell
WWNNCC  GGrreeeenn  BBuuiillddiinngg  CCoouunncciill

PPOO  BBooxx  1177002266
AAsshheevviillllee,,  NNCC  2288881166

882288..223322..55008800
iinnffoo@@wwnnccggbbcc..oorrgg

http://www.wncgbc.org/healthybuilt
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CANOPY TREES:

Acer rubrum - Red Maple 

Acer saccharum - Sugar Maple 

Cladrastis kentukea (lutea) - American Yellowwood

Liriodendron tulipifera - Tulip Poplar

Liquidambar styraciflua 'rotundiloba' - Fruitless American Sweetgum

Nyssa sylvatica - Black Gum

Platanus acerifolia - London Plane Tree

Quercus alba - White Oak

Quercus phellos - Willow Oak

Quercus rubra - N. Red Oak

Tilia americana - American Linden

UNDERSTORY TREES:

Aesculus flava - Yellow Buckeye

Amelanchier x grandiflora - Serviceberry

Cercis canadensis - Eastern Redbud

Chionanthus virginicus - White Fringetree

Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood

Cornus kousa - Kousa Dogwood

Halesia carolina - Carolina Silverbell

Magnolia virginiana - Sweetbay Magnolia

Ostrya virginiana - American Hop Hornbeam

Sassafras albidum - Common Sassafras

Recommended Plant Palette Stewartia pseudocamillia - Japanese Stewardia

Styrax japonicus - Japanese Styrax 

EVERGREEN TREES

Ilex x ' Dr. kassab' - Dr. Kassab Holly

Ilex x attenuata 'Fosteri'*  - Foster Holly

Ilex x 'Nellie R. Stevens' - Nellie Stevens Holly

Ilex opaca 'Greenleaf '*  - Greenleaf American Holly

Picea abies  - Norway Spruce

Picea rubens - Red Spruce

Pinus strobus - Eastern White Pine

Tsuga canadensis - Canadian Hemlock† 

EVERGREEN SHRUBS

Abelia x grandiflora - Glossy Abelia

Buxus sempervirens - Common Boxwood

Ilex cornuta 'Burfordii Nana' - Dwarf Burford Holly

Ilex crenata 'Compacta' - Japanese Holly

Ilex glabra - Inkberry Holly

Kalmia latifolia - Mountain Laurel

Leucothoe fontanesiana  - Doghobble

Pieris japonica  - Japanese Pieris

Prunus laurocerasus - Cherrylaurel

Rhododendron catawbiense - Catawba Rhododendron

Rhododendron maximum - Rosebay Rhododendron

Taxus x media 'Densiformis' - Anglojap Yew

Taxus x media 'Hicksii' - Hicks Anglojap Yew

Viburnum x pragense - Prague Viburnum

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

Aesculus parviflora - Bottlebrush Buckeye

Calicarpus americana - Beautyberry

Clethra alnifolia - Summersweet Clethra

Fothergilla gardenii - Dwarf Fothergilla

Hydrangea paniculata - Panicle Hydrangea

Hypericum prolificum - Shrubby St. Johnswort

Hydrangea quercifolia - Oakleaf Hydranga

Itea virginica - Virginia Sweetspire

Lindera benzoin - Spice Bush

Rhododendron calendulaceum - Flame Azalea

Rhododendron vaseyi - Pinkshell Azalea

Spiraea x bumalda ' - Bumald Spirea

Syringa meyeri - Meyer Lilac

Viburnum x juddii - Judd Viburnum

Viburnum plicatum  'Shasta' - Doublefile Viburnum

Viburnum x rhytidophylloides - Willowwood Viburnum

Viburnum acerifolium - Mapleleaf Viburnum

EVERGREEN GROUNDCOVERS

Galax Phylla - Galax

Hypericun 'Hidcote' - Hidcote St. John's-wort

Pachysandra terminalis - Japanese Pachysandra

Pachysandra procumbens - Allegheny Spurge

DECIDUOUS GROUNDCOVERS

Deutzia gracilis 'Nikko' - Slender Deutzia

Hypericum calycinum - Aaronsbeard St. Johnswort

Tiarella cordifolia - Foamflower

VINES

Bignonia capreolata - Crossvine

Campsis radicans - Trumpet Vine

Clematis x jackmanii - Clematis

Decumaria barbara - Climbing Hydrangea

Lonicera sempervirens - Trumpet Honeysuckle

Rosa  x varieties - Climbing Rose

FERNS

Adiantum pedatum - Northern Maidenhair Fern

Athyrium filix - Femina - Lady Fern

Athyrium niponicum - Japanese Painted Fern

Dryopteris manginalis - Leatherwood Fern

Osmunda cinnamomea - Cinnamon Fern

Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern

Thelypteris novboracensis - New York Fern
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ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

Calamagrotis acutiflora stricta - Feather Reed Grass

Pennisetum alopecuroides - Fountain Grass

PERENNIALS

Achillea x 'Coronation Gold' - Yarrow Hybrid 

Astilbe x arendsii 'Finale' - Finale Astilbe

Astilbe simplicifolia 'Sprite' - Sprite Astilbe

Baptisia australis - Blue Wild Indigo

Ceratostigama plumbaginoides  - Plumbago

Chrysanthemum x superbum 'Alaska' - Shasta Daisy

Coreopsis grandfloria 'Sunray' - Tickseed

Coreopsis verticillata 'Moonbeam' - Threadleaf Coreopsis

Coreopsis verticillata 'Zagreb' - Threadlead Coreopsis

Crocosmia x lucifer - Lucifer Crocosmia

Dianthus gratianopolitanus - Cheddar Pink

Echinacea purpurea 'Bright Star' - PurpleConeflower                            

Eupatorium purpureum - Joe-pye Weed

Gaillardia x grandiflora - Blanket flower

Galium odoratum - Sweet Woodruff

Geranium sanguineum - Bloody Cranesbill

Helleborus orientalis - Lenten Rose

Hemerocallis liliaceae - Daylily  

Heuchera  x brizoides - Coral Bells

Hosta sieboldiana - Siebold Hosta

Hosta 'Francee' - Francee Hosta

Iris cristata - Crested Iris

Iris sibirica 'Caesar's Brother' - Siberian Iris

Phlox maculata 'Omega' 'Alpha' - Wild Sweet William

Phlox paniculata - Garden Phlox

Phlox subulata - Moss Phlox

Polygonatum biflorum - Solomon's Seal

Polygonatum odoratum 'Variegatum' - Fragrant Solomon's Seal

Rudeckia fulgida 'Goldsturm' - Blackeyed Susan

Rudbeckia triloba - Three-lobed Coneflower

Salvia pratensis 'Indigo Spire's' - Meadow Sage

Sedum  x 'Autumn Joy' - Autumn Joy Sedum

Solidago x Fireworks - Goldenrod

Stachys byzantia - Lamb's Ear

Trillium grandiflorum - Trillium

Verbena bonariensis - Verbena

Verbena canadensis - Speedwell Verbena

PROHIBITED PLANTS (considered invasive or incompatible with the local environment

Acer platanoides - Norway Maple

Berberis thunbergii - Japanese Barberry

Celastrus orbiculatus - Oriental Bittersweet

Cotaderia selloana - Pampas Grass

Euonymus alatus - Burning Bush

Euonymus fortunei - Wintercreeper

Hedra helix - English Ivy

Lythrum salicaria - Purple Loosestrife

Ligustrum japonicum - Japanese Privet

Ligustrum vulgare - Common Privet

Miscanthus sinensis - Chinese Silver Grass

Nandina domestica - Heavenly Bamboo

Pyrus calleryana - Bradford Pear

Rosa multiflora - Multifora Rosa

Veronica major/minor - Periwinkle

Wisteria floribunda - Japanese wisteria

Prohibited Plants
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Welcome to The Ramble Biltmore Forest.  As a lot
owner/builder, you have assumed responsibilities associated with
the construction process.  This document is provided as a supple-
ment to the Design Guidelines in order to outline these responsi-
bilities.  You will want to keep it and refer to it throughout the
construction period.   It is intended to provide clarification on the
entire process - from design review to move-in.  

Our goals are:

• To maintain a sense of community harmony that conveys to
existing and future residents the intended lifestyle of The Ramble
Biltmore Forest.

• To provide a clean, safe environment in which to live, work and
play.

• To preserve the beauty and natural setting of the wooded char-
acter of The Ramble Biltmore Forest property.

The information contained herein is provided to clearly communi-
cate the expectations for construction within the community.
After reviewing these documents, should you have any questions
please feel free to call Community Associates representing Ramble
Community Association at 828.274.7511.

In t roduct ion

Int roduct ion  
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The owner of record for each lot is ultimately responsible for compliance with the
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for The Ramble Biltmore Forest, Construction
Regulations and Design Guidelines.  Throughout this document, you will see the term "lot
owner/builder".  This term refers to the owner of the lot, which in some cases may also be
the builder.  The lot owner is accountable for the actions of their builder as well as any and
all subcontractors or others providing service to your specific lot.

Who is  Responsible?
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Prior to commencing construction, each builder/lot owner will be required to submit
plans for review by The Ramble Biltmore Forest Design Review Committee (DRC).  Plans
should be submitted to the Community Associates office representing Ramble Community
Association at 828.274.7511.  The appropriate and fully completed application forms must be
attached to the plans, along with the required review fee and deposit.  

Upon approval by the Design Review Committee, construction can commence.  Should con-
struction begin prior to approval being granted, a fine shall be imposed upon the lot owner/
builder.

Any changes or modifications desired during the construction process which modify the
approved exterior design must be re-submitted for review prior to implementation.  The
Design Review Committee may conduct an inspection at any time to verify that all issues
identified during the design review process have been adequately addressed and implement-
ed during construction.  In addition, a final building inspection will be conducted.

Design Review

The Association may elect to charge a refundable deposit.  If a deposit is required, each
builder shall pay the deposit prior to commencement of construction.  In the event of viola-
tion of any of the following regulations or damage to infrastructure, associated costs or fines
will be deducted from the deposit.  Should the entire amount of the deposit be required to
cover the cost of damages or fines, the lot owner/builder will immediately pay an additional
deposit established by the Association.  

After the final building inspection by the Design Review Committee, the deposit, if paid,
will be refunded less any damages or fines which may have been incurred.  

Const ruct ion Deposi t
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Each builder will be required to maintain a dumpster at the front of the property (not in
the right-of-way) on the lot under construction.  This dumpster should be emptied periodi-
cally when construction materials reach the upper rim.   All construction sites are to be
cleaned daily to facilitate a pleasing appearance to homeowners, guests and prospective
buyers and to eliminate any potentially hazardous conditions.

Lightweight materials, packaging, and other items shall be covered and weighted down to
prevent their being blown off the construction site.

Excess excavation materials must be hauled away and disposed of legally. Appropriate meas-
ures shall be taken to preserve natural areas, surrounding properties and buried utilities from
damage.

Should a construction site be deemed in an unacceptable condition on an on-going basis,
the lot owner will be notified by the Association and required to clean the site.  Failure to
comply will result in the Association having the site cleaned and back-charging the lot
owner at direct cost plus 10%.

Construction materials will be kept out of the street right-of-way at all times.  Streets adja-
cent to said property shall be kept open for circulation at all times.  This is for the protec-
tion of all parties and will allow emergency vehicles direct access to any part of the commu-
nity.

Workers utilizing the common areas of the community for lunch or breaks shall remove all
food wrappers, containers, cigarette butts, etc. from the site upon completion and deposit the
debris in trash receptacles.

Dumpsters may be shared between two or more lots, if possible.

NO DEBRIS OF ANY KIND MAY BE DUMPED ON ADJACENT LOTS, COMMON AREAS,
OR UNDEVELOPED AREAS WITHIN THE RAMBLE BILTMORE FOREST COMMUNITY.  A
fine shall be imposed on anyone dumping debris of any kind, including landscaping debris,
on any undeveloped parcels or other areas within The Ramble Biltmore Forest Community.
This fine shall accrue to the property from which the debris originated and a lien may be
filed on said property.  The workman responsible for depositing such debris shall be prohib-
ited from future work within The Ramble Biltmore Forest.

Const ruct ion Debris  & Trash Removal

To avoid harm to yourself or your contractors and damage to underground utilities, you
are required to request that the locations of existing utilities be marked by Dig Safety.  This
requirement relates to any construction, including foundations, landscaping, fences, etc.

Before you dig, call NC One-Call at 1-800-632-4949

YOU WILL BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE TO UNDERGROUND UTILITIES WHICH MAY
OCCUR AS A RESULT OF A FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE PROCEDURES.

On most lots, equipment which must be located above ground such as electrical transformers,
pull boxes as well as cable and telephone service pedestals will be located at the edge of the
right-of-way or on the private lot for which the equipment is specifically related.   Please
refer to the Design Guidelines for more information regarding these utilities.

Ut i l i ty  Easements

Upon approval, a clearing and grading limit lines, submitted during the DRC process,
must be respected when construction on-site begins; no additional vegetation outside this
limit line may be cleared from the site.  

Additional selective clearing will be considered for approval upon submittal of the final
Landscape Plan. Appropriate reforestation and screen plantings for the site will also be
determined at this time.  Owners and builders are subject to fines for clearing beyond
approved limits.

During construction, all trees scheduled to remain must be protected from damage. Builders
shall avoid damaging the root systems of existing trees when excavating and installing
underground utilities.

Lot  Clear ing & Grading
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The lot owner/builder is responsible for furnishing a wash-down area on each lot for pur-
poses of disposing of paint and other solvents.  This area shall consist of barrels, a lined pit,
or other suitable disposal method.  Concrete trucks are specifically prohibited from dumping
any excess concrete anywhere on The Ramble Biltmore Forest site.  Concrete which is acci-
dentally spilled on the asphalt paving or in any common area must be removed by the
builder immediately.  Concrete can only be washed out on your lot and you are solely
responsible for its removal from the site upon completion of your construction.  

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL ANY MATERIALS BE DEPOSITED INTO THE
STORM DRAINS OR DIRECTLY ONTO SOIL.  A fine shall be imposed on anyone depositing
debris of any kind, including landscaping debris, into any storm drain within The Ramble
Biltmore Forest community.  This fine shall accrue to the property from which the debris
originated and a lien may be filed on said property.  The workman responsible for depositing
such debris shall be prohibited from future work within The Ramble Biltmore Forest.

Wash-Down Area
Within The Ramble Biltmore Forest community there are numerous forms of infrastructure

including curbs, driveways and walks, streets and grassed verges, landscaping, street lights,
sidewalks, irrigation systems, benches, trash receptacles, etc.  The lot owner/builder is
responsible for protecting the infrastructure adjacent to their property.

The lot owner/builder will be responsible for wrapping green or black construction netting
or fencing around street trees and street lighting adjacent to your lot, as well as around all
existing trees or other landscaping to be protected.  All building materials are to be kept
away from these trees and lights during construction so as to prevent damage.  

All electrical, gas, sewer and other connections will be located at the corner of the lot and
will be marked for connections.  The lot owner/builder is responsible for staking around the
connection area and wrapping this area with green or black netting.  All netting will be
maintained throughout the construction period.  

During construction, all trees scheduled to remain must be protected from damage. Builders
shall avoid damaging the root systems of existing trees when excavating and installing
underground utilities.

Any damage to infrastructure should be reported immediately to the Community Associates
office at 828.274.7511.  Damage to any infrastructure item will be repaired by The Ramble
Community Association and back-charged to the lot owner/builder at direct cost plus 10%.

P rotect ion of  In f ras t ructure  & Landscaping
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No functions shall occur in any building under construction.  Once a building is complet-
ed, any functions which are planned in an unoccupied building within the community must
be cleared through the Community Associates office.

Use  of  Bui ldings  Under  Const ruct ion
Silt fencing shall be properly installed on all lots to prevent run-off of silt and debris

onto adjacent properties, streets and common areas, and specifically to prevent run-off
directly into preservation areas.   Extra precautions may be necessary for lots with steep
topography.  Silt fencing will be properly trenched to 8" in depth and backfilled.   

A temporary drive or area will be provided as a means of ingress or egress onto the lot for
equipment, trucks, etc.  This area shall consist of a 6" deep layer of 2" to 3" size course
aggregate (e.g. railroad ballast) in order to prevent vehicles from dragging mud and debris
into the streets.  This area should be at least 10' wide x 20' deep.

The lot owner/builder is required to put up a solid black silt fence or screening (as appropri-
ate) along the limits of the proposed construction area (Building Zone), defining the pro-
posed construction site from the adjacent properties.   This fence may have an opening at
the location of the temporary drive.   All construction activities, materials or debris are to be
contained within the boundaries of your lot.  Any damage to an adjacent property or resi-
dence shall be immediately repaired by the lot owner/builder at their sole expense.  No
material, refuse or debris of any type may be stored, dumped or otherwise placed on adjacent
properties, within setback areas, right of ways, or preservation zones. 

Silt fencing, screening and temporary drives MUST be maintained throughout the entire con-
struction period.  Any cleanup required due to a lack of properly installing and maintaining
these items will be back-charged to the lot owner/builder at cost plus 10%.

Adjacent lots under construction simultaneously may share screening if agreed upon by both
property owners.

E rosion Control  & Lot  Boundaries

No builder shall commence construction on a weekday prior to 7:00 a.m., nor continue
construction beyond 7:00 p.m.  Weekend construction hours shall be Saturday from 8:30 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. and Sunday 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Const ruct ion Times

No construction radios shall be permitted.  The Builder shall be responsible for control-
ling dust and noise from the construction site.

Const ruct ion Radios ,  Noises ,  & Dust

Open fires are strictly prohibited on any project site.  Should you desire to have a fire for
purposes of providing a heat source for workers during the winter months, an appropriate
container MUST be used.  No burning of trash or debris shall be permitted at any time.

Open Fi res



CO N S T R U C T I O N GU I D E L I N E S T h e  R a m b l e  B I L T M O R E F O R E S T 7G

3 /2 7 /0 6

Each builder is responsible for their own Port-A-John.  One (1) is required on every con-
struction site.  Portable toilets or similar temporary toilet facilities shall be located only
within the building zone or in an area approved by the DRC. 

Sani tary  Faci l i t ies

While it is understood that parking for workers may in some instances be limited, it is
mandatory that vehicles not be parked in such a manner as to impede ingress or egress of
emergency vehicles or residents to/from their homes, nor should parking block mailboxes or
in any way prevent mail delivery.  Fire hydrants may not be blocked.  Parking shall only
occur on paved streets or driveways.  The Association reserves the right to tow any vehicle
that violates any of the aforementioned restrictions.  

Each Builder shall be responsible for its subcontractors and suppliers obeying all speed lim-
its within The Ramble Biltmore Forest. Repeated violations will result in fines for the Builder.
Access to the site will only be permitted through the cleared driveway opening for the indi-
vidual lot.  Construction vehicles and equipment must be parked within the building enve-
lope or on paved streets.  Parking or storage is NOT allowed in any Natural Area, Setback or
Right of Way.

Park ing & Const ruct ion Access

In accordance with the Design Guidelines for The Ramble Biltmore Forest, the only sig-
nage allowed on a single lot or home is the standard, approved lot/builder sign.  Lot/builder
signs will initially be provided by the Developer.  Once plans are approved for construction
and the attached sign request form has been completed and submitted to the The Ramble
Biltmore Forest Association office, the appropriate signage will be installed.  

Signage

All mailboxes and mailbox locations within The Ramble Biltmore Forest community will
be consistent with the specifications provided by the DRC.  A request for mailbox should be
made to The Ramble Biltmore Forest Association office a minimum of 3 weeks prior to com-
pletion of construction (or anticipated move-in date).

Mai lboxes

Workers are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.
Clothing shall not display offensive, vulgar language or gestures.

Conduct
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All Owners shall be ultimately responsible for the conduct and behavior of their builders,
contractors, subcontractors and guests while on the premises of The Ramble Biltmore Forest.
These regulations should be posted at the construction site at all times.

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  pprraaccttiicceess  aarree  pprroohhiibbiitteedd::

• Clearing of native, existing vegetation on lots where the vegetation is designated to
remain or left undisturbed.

• Disposing of concrete or plaster washout except in the designated wash-out area.

• Removing any plant material, topsoil or similar items from any property of others within
The Ramble, including other construction sites.

• Carrying any type of firearms within The Ramble.

• Using disposal methods or equipment other than those approved by the DRC.

• Careless disposal of cigarettes and other flammable material; at least one 5 kilogram quali-
ty rated dry chemical fire extinguisher shall be present and available, in a conspicuous place,
on the construction site at all times. 

• Careless treatment or removal of protected plant materials or plants not previously
approved for removal by the DRC.

• Use of, or transit, over common areas in The Ramble.

• Bringing of pets, particularly dogs, by the construction personnel into The Ramble. If this
occurs, the DRC has the right to contact authorities to impound the pet or refuse to permit
the builder or subcontractor involved to continue work on the project.

• Playing of radios and other audio equipment on construction sites in The Ramble Biltmore
Forest. 

General  P ract ices
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA Cross Reference: Deed Book: 3836

Page: 533

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBЕ

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE

COMMUNITY CHARTER

FOR

RAMBLE

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE COMMUNITY CHARTER FOR RAMBLE

("Amendment") is made this st day of March, 2010_ by RAMBLE ASSOCIATION, INC..

a North Carolina nonprofit corporation ("Association").

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, the Community Charter for Ramble was recorded on November 12, 2004 in Deed

Book 3836, Page 533, et seq., in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Buncombe County, North
Carolina ("Charter"); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 20.2(b) of the Charter, the Charter may be amended by the

affirmative vote or written consent, or any combination thereof, of Owners representing at least 75% of

the total votes in the Association, including at least 75% of the total votes held by Owners other than

the "Founder" under the Charter, Ramble Biltmore Forest, LLC, a North Carolina limited liability

company:

Book: 4765 Page: 1961 Page 1 of 6



WHEREAS, also pursuant to Section 20.2(b) of the Charter, during the "Development and

Sale Period," as such term is defined in the Charter, any amendment to the Charter also requires the
written consent of the Founder; and

WHEREAS, Owners holding at least 75% of the total votes in the Association, including at

least 75% of the total votes held by Owners other than the Founder, have hereby agreed by the

affirmative vote or written consent, or any combination of affirmative vote and written consent to

amend the Charter as hereinafter provided; and

WHEREAS, the Development and Sale Period has not terminated and the Founder has hereby
provided its written consent as evidenced by its signature below; and

WHEREAS, attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by reference is the sworn
statement of the President of the Association, which sworn statement certifies that the affirmative vote,

written consent, or a combination of affirmative vote and written consent of the Owners holding at
least 75% of the total votes in the Association, including at least 75% of the total votes held by Owners

other than the Founder was lawfully obtained; and

WHEREAS, attached hereto as Exhibit "B" and incorporated herein by reference is the sworn

statement of the Secretary of the Association, which sworn statement certifies that the affirmative vote,

written consent, or a combination of affirmative vote and written consent of the Owners holding at
least 75% of the total votes in the Association, including at least 75% of the total votes held by Owners

other than the Founder was lawfully obtained;

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned hereby amends the Charter as follows:

The Charter is hereby amended by striking Section 12.11(c) in its entirety and replacing it with

the following:

(c) Purpose. The portion of the Community Enhancement Contribution paid to the
Foundation shall be used to provide funding for the purposes for which the Foundation

was founded, including, but not limited to the support of public education and the support

of charitable institutions which serve the residents of Ramble and the southern portion of

the City of Asheville, North Carolina. The portion of the Community Enhancement

Contribution paid to the Association shall be used for the upkeep, replacement, and repair
of the Common Area of the Association.

2.

Unless otherwise defined herein, the words used in this Amendment shall have the same

meaning as set forth in the Charter.
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3.

This Amendment shall be effective upon the date first above written.

4.

Except as herein modified, the Charter shall remain in full force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Association has caused this Amendment to be executed under

seal the day and year first above written.

ASSOCIATION: RAMRLE ASSOCIATION, INC., a North

By:
Name:

Carolina nonpro it corporation

Brad Galbraith

Attest:

Name:

Presiden

al
Paul Szurek
Secretary

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Buncombe

I. the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that

Brad Gal braith personally came before me this day and acknowledged that he/she is the
President of Ramble Association, Inc., a North Carolina nonprofit corporation, and

Paul Szurek also personally came before me this day and acknowledged that he/she is the
Secretary of Ramble Association, Inc.. a North Carolina nonprofit corporation and that by the authority
duly given and as the act of the nonprofit corporation, the foregoing instrument was signed, sealed, and

delivered in the name of the Ramble Association, Inc.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal this ) day of March

[NOTARY SEAL

.20/0.

Cyntdia t
Cynthia J. Stublos. Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 11-01-2011

"NTHIA J. STUA

Notary Publlc

Buncombe County
My Commission expires

ORTH CAROL

SIGNATURES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]
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FOUNDER:

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Виncотbe

RAMBLE BILTMORE FOREST, LLC, a

North Carolina limited liability company
LLC

By: Biltmore Farms, Ic., a North Carolina

corporation, its sole member

By:
Name: John F.A. V. Cecil

IthPresident

I, the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that

John F.A.v. Cecil personally came before me this day and acknowledged that he/she is the
President of Biltmore Farms, Inc., a North Carolina corporation, the sole member of
Ramble Biltmore Forest, LLC, a North Carolina limited liability company, and that by the authority
duly given and as the act of the limited liability company, the foregoing instrument was signed, sealed,
and delivered in its name.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal this / day of March

[NOTARY SEAL]

5300202/CADocs/121109

NTHIA J. STUBB
Netary Pyelie

= Buncombe County
My Commission expires=

11/01/201

NORTH CAROLINA

2010.

Cyputhis thJSt
Cunthia J. Stubbs, Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 11-01-2011
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE

EXHIBIT "А"

Sworn Statement of President of

Ramble Association, Inc.

Re: Ramble Association, Inc.

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned deponent who, being duly sworn, deposed and
said on oath that:

1. Deponent is the President of Ramble Association, Inc.

2. Deponent is duly qualified and authorized to make this Affidavit and knows the facts

contained herein of his or her own personal knowledge.

3. The foregoing First Amendment to the Community Charter for Ramble, was approved by
the affirmative vote, written consent or any combination of affirmative vote and written consent of the

Owners holding at least 75% of the total votes in the Association, including at least 75% of the total

votes held by Owners other than the Founder, which approval was otherwise lawfully obtained.

This the 15t day of March. 2010.

Name: Frad Gatbrauth
President

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBЕ

1. the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that

Brad Galbraith personally came before me this day and acknowledged that he/she is the
President of Ramble Association, Inc., a North Carolina nonprofit corporation.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal this I st day of march

[NOTARY SEAL] NTHIAJ. ST
UA

Notary Public

Buncombe County
My Commission expire

11/01/2011

NORTH CAROLIN

Cyuthie stuher

2010.

Crathia J. Stubos, Notary Public
My Commission Expires: 11-01-2011
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE

EXHIBIT "B"

Sworn Statement of Secretary of
Ramble Association, Inc.

Re: Ramble Association, Inc.

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned deponent who, being duly sworn, deposed and
said on oath that:

1. Deponent is the Secretary of Ramble Association, Inc.

2. Deponent is duly qualified and authorized to make this Affidavit and knows the facts
contained herein of his or her own personal knowledge.

3. The foregoing First Amendment to the Community Charter for Ramble, was approved by
the affirmative vote, written consent or any combination of affirmative vote and written consent of the

Owners holding at least 75% of the total votes in the Association, including at least 75% of the total

votes held by Owners other than the Founder, which approval was otherwise lawfully obtained.

This thest day of March , 2010.

By:

Name:
fod ynl
Paul Szuek

Secretary

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBЕ

1, the undersigned Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that
Paul Szurek personally came before me this day and acknowledged that he/she is the

Secretary of Ramble Association, Inc., a North Carolina nonprofit corporation.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal this 1 day of March

[NOTARY SEAL]

Notary Public

Buncombe CountyMy CommissMy Commisslon expires
11/01/2011ミ

NORTH CAROLIN

20/0.

Ciua
Cunthia J. Stubbs, Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 11-01-2011
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