
Tennessee Valley Authority
Section 26a Approval

 May require review by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Plans have been forwarded to the USACE.
 Applicant is also responsible for all local and state approvals that may be required relating to water quality.

No construction shall commence until you have written
approval or verification that no other permit is required.
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Permit # 4026163 Revision # 0 Reservoir Chatuge Category 2
DOT Project #

David Sutton 3755 Wood Creek Drive
Young Harris, GA 30582 7706708781 melaniesnare@gmail.com

Tract(s): CHR-520F

Stream Mile Bank
Hiwassee R 123.5 Left

Map Sheet(s)
151 Quad Sheet NE
7 C/D Stage

Subdivision/Lot(s)
Subdivision: Cecil Kelley, Lot #: 17,
Subdivision: Cecil Kelley, Lot #: 18,

The facilities and/or activities listed below are APPROVED subject to and must be conducted in compliance with the plans and conditions 
attached. SEE ATTACHED PLANS FOR APPROVED DIMENSIONS.

1. Access Walkway-Fixed Length: 20 ft Width: 4 ft

2. Access Walkway-Floating Length: 60 ft Width: 4 ft

3. Boat Slips - Floating - Covered Length: 32 ft Width: 40 ft Height: 12 ft

4. Channel Excavation Length: 50 ft Width: 12 ft
Height:

Volume:

2 ft

45 cu yds

5. Deck/Gazebo/Patio (Land-based) Length: 12 ft Width: 17 ft

6. Electric Pole/Service/Light

7. Enclosed Storage Length: 2 ft Width: 3 ft

8. Personal Water Craft Port Length: 5 ft Width: 13 ft

9. Riprap Length: 86 ft Height: 6 ft

10. Utilities - Underground - Electric
11. Violation - Resolved
12. Water Intake - Nonpotable

This permit SUPERSEDES all previous TVA approvals at this location including permits approved under land record numbers:
284163

TVA Representative: Jessica Stalcup Rickett Date: 10/16/2023



GENERAL AND STANDARD CONDITIONS
Section 26a

GENERAL CONDITIONS
1. You agree to make every reasonable effort to construct and operate the facility authorized herein in a manner so as to 

minimize any adverse impact on water quality, aquatic life, wildlife, vegetation, and natural environmental values.
2. This permit may be revoked by TVA by written notice if:

a. the structure is not completed in accordance with approved plans;
b. you fail to comply with any condition contained in this approval;
c. if in TVA's judgment the structure is not maintained in a good state of repair and in good, safe, and substantial 

condition;
d. the structure is abandoned;
e. the structure or work must be altered or removed to meet the requirements of future reservoir or land management 

operations of the United States or TVA;
f. TVA finds that the structure has an adverse effect upon navigation, flood control, or public lands or reservations;
g. all invoices related to this permit are not timely paid;
h. you no longer have sufficient property rights to maintain a structure at this location; or
i. a land use agreement (e.g., license, easement, lease) for use of TVA land at this location related to this permit 

expires, is terminated or cancelled, or otherwise ceases to be effective.
3. If this permit for this structure is revoked, you agree to remove the structure, at your expense, upon written notice from 

TVA. In the event you do not remove the structure within 30 days of written notice to do so, TVA shall have the right to 
remove or cause to have removed, the structure or any part thereof. You agree to reimburse TVA for all costs incurred in 
connection with removal.

4. In issuing this Approval of Plans, TVA makes no representations that the structures or work authorized or property used 
temporarily or permanently in connection therewith will not be subject to damage due to future operations undertaken by 
the United States and/or TVA for the conservation or improvement of navigation, for the control of floods, or for other 
purposes, or due to fluctuations in elevations of the water surface of the river or reservoir, and no claim or right to 
compensation shall accrue from any such damage. By the acceptance of this approval, applicant covenants and agrees to 
make no claim against TVA or the United States by reason of any such damage, and to indemnify and save harmless TVA 
and the United States from any and all claims by other persons arising out of any such damage.

5. In issuing this Approval of Plans, TVA assumes no liability and undertakes no obligation or duty (in tort, contract, strict 
liability or otherwise) to the applicant or to any third party for any damages to property (real or personal) or personal 
injuries (including death) arising out of or in any way connected with applicant's construction, operation, or maintenance of 
the facility which is the subject of this Approval of Plans.

6. You are responsible for obtaining all necessary licenses, permits, and/or approvals required by local, state, or federal 
statute, regulation, or code prior to commencing any construction activities. This permit is not a substitute for any such 
requirements.

7. You must conduct all activities authorized by this permit in a manner that complies with all applicable local, state and 
federal laws, and all licenses, permits, and/or approvals issued thereunder. 

8. If your activity is subject to Section 401 water quality certification, you must comply with the conditions of any enclosed 
certification. Those conditions are incorporated into and made a part of this permit approval. 

9. This permit supersedes all verbal communications related to the work authorized.  The facility will not be altered, or 
modified, unless TVA's written approval has been obtained prior to commencing work.

10. You understand that covered second stories are prohibited by Section 1304.204 of the Section 26a Regulations.
11. You agree to notify TVA of any transfer of ownership of the approved structure to a third party. Third party is required to 

make application to TVA for permitting of the structure in their name (1304.10). Any permit which is not transferred within 
60 days is subject to revocation.

12. You agree to stabilize all disturbed areas within 30 days of completion of the work authorized. All land-disturbing activities 
shall be conducted in accordance with Best Management Practices as defined by Section 208 of the Clean Water Act to 
control erosion and sedimentation to prevent adverse water quality and related aquatic impacts. Such practices shall be 
consistent with sound engineering and construction principles; applicable federal, state, and local statutes, regulations, or 
ordinances; and proven techniques for controlling erosion and sedimentation, including any required conditions under 
Section 6 of the Standard Conditions.

13. You agree not to use or permit the use of the premises, facilities, or structures for any purposes that will result in draining 
or dumping into the reservoir of any refuse, sewage, or other material in violation of applicable standards or requirements 
relating to pollution control of any kind now in effect or hereinafter established.



14. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act apply to 
archaeological resources located on the premises of land connected to any application made unto TVA. If applicant (for 
26a permit) discovers human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, objects of cultural patrimony, or any other 
archaeological resources on or under the premises, applicant shall immediately stop activity in the area of the discovery, 
make a reasonable effort to protect the items, and notify TVA by telephone (865-632-2931). Work may not be resumed in 
the area of the discovery until approved by TVA.

15. You should contact your local government official(s) to ensure that this facility complies with all applicable local floodplain 
regulations.

16. You agree to abide by the conditions of the vegetation management plan. Unless otherwise stated on this permit, 
vegetation removal is prohibited on TVA land.

17. You agree to securely anchor all floating facilities to prevent them from floating free during major floods.
18. You are responsible for accurately locating your facility, and this authorization is valid and effective only if your facility is 

located as shown on your application or as otherwise approved by TVA in this permit. The facility must be located on land 
owned or leased by you, or on TVA land at a location approved by TVA.

19. You agree to allow TVA employees access to your water use facilities to ensure compliance with any TVA issued 
approvals.

20. It is understood that you own adequate property rights at this location. If at any time it is determined that you do not own 
sufficient property rights, or that you have only partial ownership rights in the land at this location, this permit may be 
revoked. TVA may require the applicant to provide appropriate verification of ownership.

21. In accordance with 18 CFR Part 1304.9, Approval for construction covered by this permit expires 18 months after the date 
of issuance unless construction has been initiated.

Structures and Facilities
a. TVA number 4026163 has been assigned and provided for your facility. When construction is complete, this numbered 

tag shall be placed on the lakeward side on a readily visible part of the outside of the facility.
b. You agree that this water use facility shall have no side enclosures except wire mesh or similar screening.
c. Buildings or other enclosed structures containing sleeping or living accommodations, including toilets and related facilities, 

or that have enclosed floor area in excess of 32 square feet, are prohibited.
d. For all electrical services permitted, a disconnect must be located at or above the 1931-foot contour that is accessible 

during flooding.
e. You agree that the facilities hereby approved will be used for private recreation and for no other purpose unless approved 

in writing from TVA.
f. You understand that any replacement of existing flotation must include encapsulated foam or commercially manufactured 

floats pursuant to Section 1304.400 of the Section 26a Regulations.
g. You are hereby advised that the subject facilities will be on a recreational navigation channel and may be vulnerable to 

wave wash and possible collision damage from passing vessels.
h. You agree to securely anchor all floating facilities to prevent them from floating free during major floods. All anchoring 

cables or spud poles must be anchored to the walkway or the ground in a way that will not accelerate bank erosion. 
Anchoring of cables, chains or poles to trees on TVA property is not permitted.

i. The roof overhang on your facility cannot exceed 24 inches.
j. TVA may, at its discretion, require modifications to the size of facilities due to changes in circumstances, including but not 

limited to, the ownership of the jointly-owned outlot(s). Requests for additional docks, piers, and boathouses on the jointly-
owned outlot(s) beyond the maximum allowable footprint will not be considered.

Ownership Rights
a. You are advised that TVA retains the right to flood this area and that TVA will not be liable for damages resulting from 

flooding.
b. You recognize and understand that this authorization conveys no property rights, grants no exclusive license, and in no 

way restricts the general public's privilege of using shoreland owned by or subject to public access rights owned by TVA. 
It is also subject to any existing rights of third parties. Nothing contained in this approval shall be construed to detract or 
deviate from the rights of the United States and TVA held over this land under the Grant of Flowage Easement. This 
Approval of Plans does not give any property rights in real estate or material and does not authorize any injury to private 
property or invasion of private or public rights. It merely constitutes a finding that the facility, if constructed at the location 
specified in the plans submitted and in accordance with said plans, would not at this time constitute an obstruction unduly 
affecting navigation, flood control, or public lands or reservations.

Shoreline Modification and Stabilization
a. For purposes of shoreline bank stabilization, all portions will be constructed or placed, on average, no more than two feet 

from the existing shoreline at normal summer pool elevation.
b. Bank, shoreline, and floodplain stabilization will be permanently maintained in order to prevent erosion, protect water 

quality, and preserve aquatic habitat.



Best Management Practices
a. You agree that removal of vegetation will be minimized, particularly any woody vegetation providing shoreline/streambank 

stabilization.
b. You agree to keep equipment out of the reservoir or stream and off reservoir or stream banks, to the extent practicable 

(i.e., performing work "in the dry").
c. You agree to avoid contact of wet concrete with the stream or reservoir, and avoid disposing of concrete washings, or 

other substances or materials, in those waters.
d. You agree to apply clean/shaken riprap or shot rock (where needed at water/bank interface) over a water permeable/soil 

impermeable fabric or geotextile and in such a manner as to avoid stream sedimentation or disturbance, or that any rock 
used for cover and stabilization shall be large enough to prevent washout and provide a good aquatic habitat.

e. You agree to use vegetation (versus riprap) wherever practicable and sustainable to stabilize streambanks, shorelines, 
and adjacent areas. These areas will be stabilized as soon as practicable, using either an appropriate seed mistake that 
includes an annual (quick cover) as well as one or two perennial legumes and one or two perennial grasses, or sod. In 
winter or summer, this will require initial planting of a quick cover annual only, to be followed by subsequent established 
of the perennials. Seed and soil will be protected as appropriate with erosion control netting and/or mulch and provided 
adequate moisture. Streambank and shoreline areas will also be permanently stabilized with native woody plants, to 
include trees wherever practicable and sustainable (this vegetative prescription may be altered if dictated by geologic 
conditions or landowner requirements). You also agree to install and perform additional erosion control structure/
techniques deemed necessary by TVA.

Additional Conditions
This permit is valid for David Sutton.
Permitted items must be contained on property you own or lease. Transfer of property ownership requires a new Section 
26a Application.
Stabilization will be performed using Best Management Practices and during drawdown to minimize the potential for 
abnormal siltation into the Reservoir.
This facility is permitted at elevation for Chatuge Reservoir.
You understand and agree that this permit authorizes the placement of the permitted facility at the 1926 contour elevation. 
TVA does not authorize chasing the water during drawdown. If congestion becomes an issue at this location, TVA reserves 
the right to require that your facility remain at the 1926, Normal Summer Pool, and be dry docked during reservoir draw 
down.
Recommended Bat Conservation Measures:
- Noise will be short-term, transient, and not significantly different from urban interface or natural events (i.e., 
thunderstorms) that bats are frequently exposed to when present on the landscape.
- Operations involving chemical/fuel storage or resupply and vehicle servicing will be handled outside of riparian zones 
(streamside management zones) in a manner to prevent these items from reaching a watercourse. Earthen berms or other 
effective means are installed to protect stream channel from direct surface runoff. Servicing will be done with care to avoid 
leakage, spillage, and subsequent stream, wetland, or ground water contamination. Oil waste, filters, other litter will be 
collected and disposed of properly. Equipment servicing and chemical/fuel storage will be limited to locations greater than 
300-ft from sinkholes, fissures, or areas draining into known sinkholes, fissures, or other karst features.
- Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season.
- Evaluate the use of outdoor lighting during the active season and seek to minimize light pollution when installing new or 
replacing existing permanent lights by angling lights downward or via other light minimization measures (e.g., dimming, 
directed lighting, motion-sensitive lighting).

.
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SITE  PLAN

APPLICANT   __David Sutton
RESERVOIR  __Chatuge
TRACT NUMBER  _CHR-520F
SUBDIVISION  _Cecil Kelley __
LOT NO.   ____17 & 18________________________
MAP   __7_ ___________________________
RIVER MILE __Hiwassee 123.5Left

June 1 Elevation 1926

4026163

TVA Flowage Easement

TVA 1933 Flowage Easement

Floating Double
Boat Slip With

Swim Deck

Total Lakeward Extension: 102’
Total Footprint: 1696 ft2

Floating 
Access Walkway

Existing Riprap

Electrical Cutoff 
Above 1933 Contour

Lot 17 & 18

y
Fixed

Access Walkway



Section 26a Location

Natural Resources
September 28, 2023

Location information is approximate

Map Reference:
C/D Stage - 
Topo - 

Section 26a Map

ID No. 
Tract No. 

 Lot: 
 Reservoir

 River Mile: 
0 0.30.15
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