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Background 

The Marshall Fire in late December 2021 destroyed almost 1,100 homes in Superior 

and Louisville. The investigations following the fire led to a number of lessons 

learned and recommendations. Two essential lessons learned were that privacy 

fences were dangerous fuel sources and that fence returns (fences attached directly 

to homes) acted as fuses, providing a fire path directly to the home. Our common 

area borders Hawk Ridge Estates to the south, agricultural land to the east, and 

open space to the west. The danger from a Marshall Fire-like situation is very real.  

There is nothing we, the Hawk Ridge homeowners, can do to eliminate the threat, 

but things can be done to harden our homes against fire. The following Fence 

Guidelines are intended to establish precise requirements and recommendations 

concerning fence design and construction. 

 

Guidelines 

Hawk Ridge Estates was developed with a single consistent fence design that is in 

force today: 

• Three-rail fences 

o Rails 2x8 rough-cut 

o Posts 4x8, 8-foot on-center with 1” chamfered tops 

o Posts anchored in concrete footings with galvanized nails 

o Con Heart redwood or cedar 

• Weld-wire animal control fencing permitted on the residence side of the 

three-rail fence. 

• Privacy fences: rear and side yard only. 

o No longer than 40 feet.  

o Ten-foot minimum setback from the property lines. 

• Fence returns to the house are permitted. 

• Perimeter fence must be set back a minimum of 10 feet from the sidewalk 

and 15 feet from the street. 

 

Proposed New Guidelines 

• No solid privacy fences permitted to reduce the danger of rapid wildfire 

spread within HRE. 

• Three-rail fences as initially described (above) with the additional allowance 

for: 

o Return Fence  

▪ Because of the Marshall Fire and the changes to Colorado law, 

the HOA will allow an alternate fence design for the section of 

fencing that leads up to, and/or connects to a home, known as a 

return fence. One recommendation from the analysis of the fire 
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was that return fences be non-combustible materials to prevent 

drawing fire up to the homes.  

▪ Precast concrete fencing (posts and rails), with the appearance 

of wood, matching in dimension and color to existing fencing 

(surface stains and paints are not authorized as they require 

high maintenance). 

▪ Metal fencing (posts and rails) with the appearance of wood 

matching in dimension and color to existing fencing. 

▪ Metal fencing that mimics the look of a wrought-iron fence. 

• Fence sections come with vertical 1/2” to 5/8” square 

cross-section pickets.  

•  Picket spacing shall be a maximum of 5”. 

•  Fence sections shall be a nominal 48” high to the top rail. 

• Top rails shall be flat, with pickets stopping at the top rail. 

No picket spikes or finials will be allowed. 

• Three rails are preferred, two in the upper section of the 

pickets and one lower rail. 

• Metal finishes shall be black.  

• Gates in fire-resistant return fencing may be of any 

appropriate material that conforms to the look and feel of 

the fence overall – including wood. 

• Posts shall extend not more than 4” above the top rail 

and be capped with a beveled cap or a simple ball finial. 

• Posts shall be spaced 96” or less on center. The even 

distribution of fence posts can be achieved by reducing 

the spacing where needed. 

• If mesh wire is desired to keep pets in, it shall be 

installed on the side of the fence facing the yard. 

• Mesh wire shall be a 2” x 4” welded wire mesh, installed 

so that the long dimension of the mesh is vertical. 

o Homeowners may replace all wooden fencing associated with their lot 

with new wood or replace the existing fence returns (fence that 

returns to the house) with concrete or metal fencing to harden their 

home against fire. 

• Replacement of existing fencing is not mandatory. 

• Replacement of existing fence returns with fire-resistant fencing is 

recommended but not mandatory. 

 








